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FTE Authony of this Book. 
N ro 4; roles Ihed, 
Y/ ſuffered it tobe pirbliſhed, 
SU _ nag 
FC =P WES that 1t 1s not ( or the 
EZ main) mach ir fo 
| juſt" exception , and although he hath "no 
Furvher care of the'reception 'and entertain «_ 
of it, then the om of it may 
deſerve (whereof the Reader and not him- 
ſelf muſt br the Tudge,) And ſo he is not 
moved by the common ons of ſuch as 
"We ro make Epiſtles and Prefaces;to ther 
yes 6 owe thing although but for 
Cuftome only he was willing pops {c, and 
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qt» aequaint the Reader. with thus muchby. 
147 of Apolegy fer bimſelf. 
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Ve. this was en drvers years fince 
without an iſe of ever letting it go a- 
broad, Aru Theit end of it x then 
to himſelf,zwho 1s a lover of yational know- 
ledge.an account of the grounds of his own 
sclief,, and to that end, to lay in order his 
ſcattered notrons concerming that ſubjet ; 
and this he. intends as an Apology for the FN 
homelineſſe of the ſtile. of 
T hat at the ſame time when this was V#k 
mwritten, it was alſo delivered in a private 1 
courſe of religions exerciſe, and that will | 4 
be the extyſe for ſuch repetitions as might 
otherwiſe ſeems 111-favoured mn the ſeverall 
Seftions of it, L - 
That at the time of his compoſing 1t bs hi 
4s deſtitute of the aſiiſtance of his —_ an 


which is one cauſe that it is not adorn d 
*} heats citations out of Ks 
K- wrt comes.out naked, bring - ſupported only I's 
£3 by the order and ndtreſoof Na hong tl 
truſts to, be +; Jal 
That ſince" the compoſing of this. he 
knowes that divers Books of the fame At- 
gumen have beey written by men farr mone | 
kpmwirg then himſelf, but that he-hath not 1 
read any of them,nor knows whether he does |t 
egree with them #r 19: , which we 
Foy . "hat 
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__ 2 To the Reader. 
hath been cauſed partly for that be 15 hims- 
elf ſatisfied by what is here delivered,and 
partly for that he had no leiſure or mind 
zo alter this which he had done, though 
poſeibly it might be for the better. 0 
T hat. whereas he ſpeahs.of Epicures, 
Machiavelians,.nd the like, he makes uſe 
of thoſe names only in a popular way 4s 
they are names of Charailers well known a» 
mong ſt us, and that he intends not to tra- 
duce thoſe Anthonrs or caſt any contumely 
upon them. | | 
Laſtly, He muſt needs acknowledge,that 
before theEdition of this he hath ſeen M.H. 
his Leviathan, & other Books of his where« 
in that which is in this Treatiſe intended as 
themainFoundation whereon the ſecond Di- 
u#rſe (Of rhe Souls Immorrality)in//fs 
1s ſaid to imply 4 contradiction , viz. That 
thereare any ſuch things as Immareri- 
all or Incorporeall' ſubſtances, Vpor 
which occaſion ht thought good only wo 
That he hath-a very great reſpeft and 4 
very high eſteem for that worthy Gentle. 
man, but he muſt ingenuouſly achnowledg 
that a great tioy of 18 is fonded upon 
4 belief and expetation concerning him , 
# belief of much knowledg in bim, and an 
| As expeftarion 


DOT (ie | 
To the Reaver. 


expeflation of thoſe Phileſophical \ #1ih. 


HMathematicall works, which he hath un«. 
dertaken ; and not ſo muth up what he: 


hath yet publiſhed to the world , and that þ 


he doth not ſee reaſon from thence to recede 
from any thing upen bis eAuthority., 'al= 
though he ſhall avouch ns diſcourſe topro- 


creed Mathematically. That he 1s ſure he 


hath much injured the Mathematichs,and 
the wer y name of demonſtration, by beſtow- 
7ng it upou ſome of his diſcourſes , whith 


are exceeding ſhort of that evidence and 


rpath which 1s required to make a diſcourſe 
able to bear that reputation, 

That.in this caſe M, H. 1s only & neg a- 
tive witeſt, and his meaning *: denying 
24corporeal ſubſtances, can, rationally -im- 
port no mroe but this, That he himſelf hath 
»ot an apprehenſion of any-ſuch beiuas , and 


that his cot1tation (au to the ſimple objeft_ 


of it) hath never riſen beyond imagination, 


or the firſt apprehenſion of boaies performed. 


:n the braix ; but te imagine that ns man 
hath an. a pprehenſion of the Gad-head , be- 
canſe hemay not perhaps think: of him ſo 
much as to ſtrip off the corporeal encum- 
ftanres wherewith be doth uſe tofancy bin; 
Or to contlude every man under he 
tezice 
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To the Reader. 
Fence of being non- ſenſicall, whoſoever bave 


Epoken or written of [ncorporeal ſubſtances, 


the: he goth conterve to be things not to be made 
that ood by the Authority of M. Hobs: 

:ede | That whereas very many men do pro- 
al- Feſe an apprehenſion of ſuch beings, and he 


pro- $: the mean time profeſſes this to be 1mpo. 
' be” Wible, this Authour 15 hard put to it to ex- 
and fuſe this from much incrvility, Cy conceives 
ow- he import of it to amount to thus much, 
1ch Þhat he Conceives himſelf in the higheſt and 
ad: utmoſt bound of humane apprehenſion, and 
rſe that his reaſon 14 the Nt” Le of truth, and 
that what he ſees not is inwſible: 1 con- 
74. ficerve the Caſe 11 this to be alike as if whileſt 
Ing fewo men are looking at Jupiter , one with 
m- bis naked eyes, the other with a Teleſcope, 
th [rhe former ſhould avow that Jupiter bad | 
nd {no attendants, and that it were 1mpoſſible 
ef | he ſhould have any : the reaſon -why MH. 
», I demies thoſe beings whileſt other men appre- 
ed. | hend them, is for that. he lookes at t 
an np 5s Fancy, ne ay yrs minde, p 
en any mare things he had to ſay for 
T4 - falh the 


ſo | himſelf , but he underſtands not 
u= i} uſe or benefir of Apologies. 
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PART. L 

- SECT. I. G 
1* Preface. 
SE CT, IL 


E the defigne and definition of Re- 
| . ligion, the prejudices and pre- 
rences againſt the Chriſtian , the ſum of 
what is 1n controverhie deduced to three 
Queſtions. 


Bey | 
r. Of the 3 nerf I 
2. Of the Immortallity of the Sowls 


of men, % 
J. Of the Amthority of Scriptures, 
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i SECT. TI I; "I 0 


Of the being of God evicted by way of 
; + Demonſtration from the 'Creatures, 
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SECT. iv 
Of the Attributes of God, thoſe like. 


wiſe evicted from the Creatures. 
- P- I”, 
| PART. II. 
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A Propoſal of the Argument for the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, and a manife-, 
Ration of the. major propolirion, that 
mcorporeall ſubſtances are immortal. 
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A Proof 'of this Propoſition , thar the 
3 - *- Soulz of men are incorporeall ſub= | 
IT ſtances, by PRE the cou | 


of bodies with thoſe of ſouls | P» 38. 


of SECT. 111. 
res, —_ 
11. further proof. of it by the generall = 
> | Yay of apprehenhon.. P. 43 Y A þ 
SE CT.-1v. 


The ſame' further demonſtrated from 
17.4 the 'ſeverall a&s of the-Soul , from 


—j} {imple apprehenſions. P. 51. 
| SE CT. v. 
-WFcom Judgment and Diſcourſe. p.58. 
SECT. v1. 
n- 


fe- fn Applic ation of the former Propoli- 
ath tions to the inference of 2 Religion 
ll. in generall, anda propoſal of the 
3» third in order to the Chriflian. 
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PART. Il, : 


Concerning the Truth and Au 
thority of our Scripture. 


i I 


SECT. I. 4 


— .___ 4 — 4 


4 Petitions and Cautiens premiſed to the 
Wy Queſiton, P« 75+ 


SECT. I]. 


1he Aſſertion reſolved into two Propo 
. fitions,, the former undertaken , that 
- Whoſoever beleives the Hiſtorical 


of the Scripture muſt belieye the 
PoKrinall, p. 81, 


SE CT. T: 


| > 
Fe 7 


PSECT. 111. 


he kinds ”and degrees of* the cauſes of 
Hiftorxal Faith in general, * *p. 89 


fu. SECT. JV. 


n Application . of thaſe generall 
grounds to the Hiſtory of the New 
Teſtamenr,and a proof of rhis aflerti- 
on, That rhere is as great reaſon to 
beleive the New Teſtament , as to 
beleive any other Hiſtory inthe 
. world. . Þ» 97» 


SECT. V. 


h hat-there 1s much grearer reaſon to -*S 

; "1 beleive the Hiſtory of che New Te- > 

"x tament, then anyother Hiftorys _ 
NSD F P;206, | 


SECT, VI. 
's Thar the Old Teſtament is the Word 
of God, A propoſall of three mY 
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all affercions , whereby ir is conclude 
. P, I] 


VP | SECT. vu. 


1 


# The fr Afertion noted; "Thar tl 
_— -. * Books of che Old Teftameht whic 
3 we no\v recelve, are the ſame whic 

the Jews doe now receive. p. 12: 


SECT, VIIL ( 


That the Books ; which the Jews de 

. ';m@V receive, ate>the ſame: .whic 

,they have received ever fiheet 
Conkgnation of their Canon. 

k | IE p. 128] | 


- SECT, JX&- 


That in our Saviours tiine theſe Book 
>2Mere true, and conſequently we 
the Word of God, . IR 
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That there is no reaſon to disbeleive 
the Scriptures. ObjeQons. briefly 
propoſed and anſwered : firſt gene - 

t thi rall Objetons againſt the-whole. 


vhic p.138. 
vhic 4 
12 _ SECT, XL 


Objections againſt particular | 20 
'1 briefly propoſed and anſvered. 
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Lthough I am not with- 


out apprehenſion , that 

the diſcourſe which I 

< deſign may be prejudged 
unprofitable, as pretend- 

ng to lay again that foundation 
hich hath long fince been layed in 
he minds of all that will be readers 
df it 3 yet when I conſider thoſe 
gcandals, which the looſeneſſe of our 
\ Fimes have offered even to the reli- 
Zious, and the bold and horrid pride 
and preſumption of Atheiſts and 
B Ept- 


TheBeingand . PartIh 

_ Epicures, which. by,a prophane andf 
confident afferting the uncertaint 
of all things (undervaluing the abi 
lities of our Natures, to raiſe ar 
opinion of their perſonal excellen 
cies } have labobred to intraduce 
icto the world a general Atheiſm 
or at leaſt a d6ubtful Scepticiſmeſtce 
10 matters of- Religion : And whenfre; 
we conſider the pature of our minds, PO 
which are upon any ill ſuggeſtionFjn 
apt ſtill to receive ſome impreſſionſlcs, 
(thoſe things being of like operati-pr 
on with Calumny, which it+it beſith: 
confidently and boldly charged; willfbe 
beſare to leave ſome ſcar behind it ns 
When we obſerve this uſe. and indo; 
clination in oyr ſelves, which is infſco, 
things where we have not a beliefhal 
of what is, ſpoken, or do not givemc 
perfe&t credit to an accuſation, yetfde; 
co admit of a ſuſpition, thac thing 
may be as they are fpoken 3 and aldſftr 
though the ſtrength of our contraryfſfro 
belicf do keep us from a full afſept-ſcay 
ing 


Part:I/7 Attributes of God. 

1d ng ta the thing in queltion, yet if it 
tyEhappen, that the things concern our 
1 ſelves, and ye have uſed to croflc 
anfour opinions, or our belief in our 
nGkway of prattife,ſuch is the perverſe» 
Mneſle of our hearts,that in ſuch caſes 
N they will make uſe of the belief of 
\eFothers (clpecially if they have the' 
=Nreputation of knowing men} to op- 
poſe- againſt their own belief, and 
nFinterpoſe betwixt the laſhes of their 
NFconfciences and themfelvesT fay the 
1-preſent* condition of Religion, and 
dAFthe corrupted nature of our hearts 
1l8being ſach, [ cannot think it uſeleſs, 
tflnay nor-unneceſlary, to raiſe a diſ- 
Lycourſe of Religion, even' from the 
Incommon Elements and Fundamen- 
elftals, and for awhile, negleCing the 

'Gmore knowing party of men,to un. 
etxdertake, ſo far asthe argument will 
5 ar, to follow the way of demon- 
IJftration , and lead on the weakeſt 
yifrom fuch things as they themſelves 
t-JIcannot deny, to the acknowledge- 
Wh B 2 ment 


"The Being and Part1. 
ment of the myſteries of our fairh, 


and to the praQtice of the laws and 
injunctions of our Religion. 


——.. P—— — 


SECT: II. 


Of the defign and definition of Re- 
ligion, the prejudicts, and pre- h 
tences againſt the Chriſtian, the 
ſum of what is in controverſie 


deduced to three Queſtions. 


Being - 
1. of th 9 Attribates Tof God. 
2, Of the Immortalitie of the ſouls of mey, 
3. Of the Authority of Scriptures, 


WWE may begin with the conſi-f 
deration of the definition 
(and the deſign of our ſelves in thek”: 
matter) of Religion 3 however thel. ; 
practiſe of the world may contradi& 

1t3 { hope we may take this definitiel 
on of Religtbn,as one that is "_—_ 


»*WPart ſ. Attributes of God. 
dle to the apprehenſion which all of 
$ have of it. Religion 1a refignation 
pf our ſelves to God, with an expeR. 
_ Ktion of reward; The defign indeed 
df Religion, however it qught to be 
meerly obedience to the pleaſaxe & 

he will of God,b& the height of it is 

e- Þarcly terminated in his glory, (fo 
e- {hat the higheſt a& of it is Adorati- 
hepn)yet I ſay the defign of mens Re- 
ſe Bigion, 15, that it may be well unto 
hemſclves,and to bring them to an 
ſtate of happineſs. The very defini- 

ion of Religion ſuppoſeth-a God- 
head, according to that of the Apo- 
ſtle He that cometh to God muſt be- 
ieve that Gad is. The very defign of 
c_Þt ſuppoſeth that" both the party 
orſhiping is capable of rewards, 8 

hat God likewiſe doth not negleRt 
is ſervices (in the following words 
: >JOf the Apoſtle) that he is the reward- 

er of thoſe that diligently ſeek bim. 

Apain,the reſignation of our ſelves 
ppoſeth the refignation of our ſu- 
B 3 preme 
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_ The Bermg and Part IP, 
pream facultiesehoſe are our underſ,, 
ſtandings and one wils, 213 0ur will ; 
to an obedience'tohis will,to a perh,; 
formance of his: injunGtions;'to. &; 
ſubmiſſion to his providence, and Þ$;; 
reſignation likewiſe of our naderſ ; 
{ſtandings to his truth. Now ft 1s a g 
greableto reafonz.as well-as to the 
Apoſtle, thati we cannot practiſe thEzþ 
will of God,unleile we know:1t,ang,c 
that we cannotknow it,unldlen be 
diſcovered to us.So then 1n-our-profie, 
feflion of Religion, there aretheſ,; 
ſuppoſals. That there is a-God, andþ 
That bejis arefarder of thoſe that, j 
ſeck'him (and.+that ſuppoſeth thathn, 
they. are capable of his. way of re: pi 
warding, ) That the diligedce:of outhe 
ſecking muſt-be exerciſed: in' away 
conformable to his will 3 :and Thats 
to bjs purpoſe. we-want not rules fol, 
this conformity. 'Theſe'sre,1 fay.thhe 
general ſuppoſitions of every ReliYhi 
pownnder Heeven. You ſee that thYer 
ing of Religion-is in ſelf-refignatiſhp! 
orf® 


tParth. Attributes of God, 


$a, but the end of that refignation 


isreward (till retaining in mind 
hat caution, that mercenarily to1a- 
our for reward is not theſapreani 
xaltation of Religious aCts,but'that 
is the ordinary degree of mens Re* 
rion, and an allowableand com- 


$endable ſtep, and degree unto the 


ther; it being the ſtrong powerful 
zotive to Moſes to neplett the moe 


Mentany pleafureofPharobrCourt, 


ecauſc he had reſpe&t unto there- 
ompenſe of reward:) I ſay it is the 
atural way of reaſon in every att ' 


Jo took at ſome or other end,and to 


ndertake no labour without an eye 


pon reward, Now ſo it is,that ſome 
Men, who account themſelves the 


ſet; obſerving as they think the 


ay efigh & iſſue of Religion;and com* 


. © » 


Saring the labour and the wages, 


E ' 
IG 
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hey with much wiſdome, as they 
hink; conclude, that all the mat- 
xr of gain, which comes by Re- 
pidn;is ng way worth the painand 
Je labour. 


The Being and 
labour. They ſee that al things come 
alike to all,there is but one.1flue te 

the juſt,and to the unjuſt ; nay,tl 
think they ſee, that the ſucceſle of 
things it is not equal tothe religious 
and irreligious but that beſides tl 
pleaſure & injoyments which religi+ 
ous men do fondly denythemſelves, 
beſides that melancholy life whict 
they by their ſtrictneſs and preciſe. 
Ka bring upon themfelves,they of 
ten.anticipate & hinder the thriving 
; ſacceſle of their own deſigns by : 
dangerous and prejudicial ſcrupulo 
fity: whereas the other party,befide 
the pleaſure of their lives in private 
they carry matters of ſtate, and ej 
ther by force or fraud they circum» 
vent and overcome the narrow anc 
feeble ſpirits of the others ; and the 
ſucceſs of things they oft obſerve tc 
be anſwerable to this Hypotheſis 
ready they are to ſay with thoſe ir 
Mah. 3.14. Swrely it is vain to ſerv 
Gpd, and what profit is it 10 keep hi 
veg 


Part 1 


Part]. Attributes of God. 
Ss ordinances, to walk monrafully before 
the Lord of Hoſts, whereas we ſee the 
proud bappy, and they that work wick- 
edneſs are ſet up, and they that tempt 
ul God are even delivered? Upon ſuch 
ze) obſervations upon the reward, they 
4 conclude clean contrary to the ſup- 
5.1 poſitions of Religion, God js no re- 
chl warder of thoſe that ſeek him3 ſuch 
el as deny themſelvs the moſt for him, 
F4 they have no other reward but ſad- 
nod neſle of ſoul and debility of body, 
- af andenxility of fortune : ſurely if he 
od TwereaGod,hewould not thus deſert 
les) his party,and give them over to the 
tel corn and derificn, and miſeries of 
ei the world:ſurely therfore there is no 
nd God,or ſurely he ſees it not,or tuſh 
ad} God cares not for it, and ſo theſe 
hel nens Religion is vain : or elſe theſe 
td Den they have nothit upon the true 
is vay of worſhip,the rules they go by 
ind - they are uncertain, that which they 
Ley tothe word of God, it is not 
0, but ſome bundle of Impoſtures, 


deviſed 
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they indeed flatter themſelves with 
expetations' when they are dead, 
but _ thoft are''but 'vain, for who 
knows'that the ſpit of a man goes 
upward,znd that'the fpitit of a beaſt 
ocs' downward? as a'man dies, ſo 
dies a beaſt,wherefore let ns eat and 
drink, for'to 'morrow we ſhall die: 
Thefe are the ſubſtante of thoſe al- 
legations,” which by Atheiſts, Epi- 
cures, and Machiaveliars are ſer ir 
competitfon with Religion:theſe are 
thoſe Engines by which-the devi 
hath preyailed to the' ſeduction &f 
many. and'to the entertainment of 
a ſuſpicion” by men, otherwiſe pru- 
dent and fober-minded : the 'mait 
foundations upon which we diffet, 
are theſe; '[ | 
r.TheBeing &'providence of Gol. 


Y2.The Immortality of the foul. 


. 


Y3-The Authority of the holy Scri, 
Pture: ee Ny... 


Before 


© The Beige) Pareh. 
deviſed by ſome body,and put upon 
theſe {imple people ro delude them, 
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Partf. Mity ibnitet of God. 
i Before we come therefore to the 
particular wyſteries of faith, it is tie* 


ceflary that theſe be-cleared; before | 


we come toſertlein patticular diffe- 
rences 'of Religion, that we juſtific 
6ur ſelves againſt th&peralincies of 
thoſe wen, that -wonld 1augh and 
ſccff us out ofall REtfvionzcryingto 
every party (as they ſee the variable 
chances of the world te&'ive occafi - 
on) wherets now thetrGbd?Indeed 
if there'were not a God to worſhip, 
of if God did not ſee/8&fegard, and 
reward our worſhip, 'or had we no 
rule to walk by, we ſhould have 
none encouragement t& Religion :* 
Nay, upon all that happens to men 
in this life, we carnnot- but allow, 
that, upen their ſuppoſition, they 
conclude' not irratiopally,”» Goncur 
we muſt with our Apoltle, that jf ix. 
this life onlywe' had hope, we were af 
all men moſt miſerable; Pat we know 


afſuredly, that thou God' ſeeſt, and 


thar thou haſt given us thy holy 


Ward 
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The Being and PartT. 

Word to be a light to our feet,and a 
Janthorn to our paths3 and that Þ 
though now we ſee but through a, 
glaſs darkly,yet the time is coming! 
when we ſhall ſee thee face to face- 
Theſtate of the controverſie then is 
this, which of the parties is in the wi 
ſeſt way; The Atheiſt thinks that the 
Religious is a fool; the Religious, 
that heis a fool that ſaith in his heart 
there is noGod: The Atheiſt,that the 
ſouls of men are mortal, as the ſouls 
of beaſts; the Religious,that the A- 
theiſt is a beaſt to think ſo, &c. But FE 
ſuch kinds of conteſts are vain, 
-"_ pag let's ſee where the truth 
ICS» 


_ SECT.II.. 
Of the Being of God eviFed by way of 
demonſtration from the Creatures. 


'J=e Queſtion is, Whether or no 
: 4 therebea God? - | 
And herefirſt I muſt entreat that it 
way be remembred what that party 
1s 


part I. Attributes of God. 
s$ which defends the negative, and 
what-is the deſign thatwe are upon, 
hat ſo the following difcourſe be 
rot thought uſdleſs ag induſtriouſly 
et out of the ordinary road. Our e- 
emtes are Atheiſts: and that which 
s to be convinced is the Atheiſtical 
proneneſs of men3ſo that in the con- 
roverted queſtions it will not be a 
uffticient way of anſwering, to ſay 
hat the Scriptures and the ſpirit of 
od makeit evident that there is a 
od; and again, that the Scriptures 
are evinced to be the Word of God 
dy the ſpirit of God bearing witneſs 
71th the heart of man.It is true,that 
the Scriptures clearly deliver that 
zere is a God, as true it is, that God 
dy his grace doth work the heart of 
man to a believing of the Scriptures: 
heſe things they are really true to 
hoſe who already are believers,and 
ach of them conduceth toa confir- 
* Þmation of the other : but to a man 
that doubts of theGodhead,and de- 
nies 
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\The Being au Part 
nies. the Scriptures 3: touſe thoſe ar 
guments for ſatisfation;were ta mii 
nilter a icandal to him,and by a ci 
cular way, of :zeaſoning, & afluming 
gratis.the matter of the queſtion(fot 
they do no, otherwiſe who only ſay 
we mult believe the Scriptures to be 
the Word of God, becauſe Goddaie: 
{o,and a,God we muſt believe; be 
cauſe the Scriptures ſay ſo.)to mak 
them think we have no more to ſa) 
but this; it is ſo, becauſe ir is ſo : and 
ſo confirm them in theis Atheiſm & 
1rehigion. It was a certain obſerva; 
tion of Arzftotle, that wiz watnas 
pou Tp X £016 2486TH 7 I@THws In EVETY A di 
quiſition of knowledge, the under+ 
Randing doth proceed frampremilſe; th 
which were known, to the inference 
of a new conelafion, which was beaf<! 
fore unknown: and ſo wasthat otheytÞ© 
Aphoriſm of his,that there is na dif$® 
putation -unlefſe upon. principleg?* 
which are confeſſed omboth _ Fi 


ſuch only are the common/princi hi 
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= Part F. Attributes of: God, 
{J of intellegence, and the plain diſco- 
veries of the enſes there where the 
in} myſteries of faith are queſtioned; it 
ogff will not be ſufficient therefore in the 
forf Preſent caſe, to alleadge that, ſaying 
y,þ of the Apoſtle, Row,1.20.For the in. 
ell 27ſeble things of him from the creation 
iedl of the world are clearly ſeen, being wun- 
þ derfiood by the things that ure wade, 
gl -2er his cternal power and Godhead ; 
$/o that they are without excuſe:but we 
goult clear & demonſtrate the truth 
&f of that allegation, by reaſons taken 
a; from thiogs viſible: however, it may 
be lawful for us to makeuſe of the 
cadireftion of this place,as a canon for 
Jour Mappy-3lthough not of the au- 
edthority of it;as a ſufficicor argument 
to enforce a belief from the gainſay= 
» I fay therefore, that an eternal 
Jpower may be eyinced fron) the crew 
ation of the world, and that the cre» 
tion of the world may be demon- 
&ratcd from the conſideration of 
hiogs viſible, fo that by reaſon as 


well 


n$ 


The Being and PartT. 
well as Faiththough not ſo readily) 
we may be. brought to underſtand, 
that the world was made of things 
which difappear.l ſay,that the world 
was not eternal, but created, is de- 
monſtrable from things that are vi- 
ſible 3 Our argument ſhall be from 
generation: Whatſoever is begotten 

was begotten of ſome ther, the no- 
thing can poſſibly beger,or make it 
ſelf,otherwiſe it will follow,thar the 
ſame thing is,and js not, both at one 
mſtantſeciog it is both the producer 
and the thing to be produced : it is 
to be produced, and lo it is not yet;it 
is likewiſe a producer,and that ſup: 
poſeth that it is in being: It is there» 
fore in being,and it is not in being, 
that's a manifeſt contradifion : 
Wherefore nothing can generate,or 
make, or. produce it felf ; Where» 
fore every thing that is begotten, is 
begotten of ſome other 3 and then 
the other which begat it, either was 
it ſelf ja the ſame manner begorren, 
OF 
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T Part. Attribhterof God. 
orit was riot, if it was nat, we are 
"| already come to the firſt principle 
$1 which was begotten, and ſ> have 
40 diſcovered a Godhead. If it was be- 
gotten,cither we muſt follow opthe 
;-| courſe of ſucceſſive generation to 
n | ſome fitſt producion from a cauſe 
no | Eteiral, or elfe'we mult neceſſarily 
). | ſay,that the coutſe of generations 
:c | had no begining, and conſequently 
ie that infinite ſucceſſions ate already 
16} palt,whichis as much as to acknow- 
| ledge, that do infinite n2mber of 
is | ſucceſſions are paſt,and if paſt, then 
ie | they areat anend3ſo we have found 
3 an finite number, which hath had 
e. | *nend,that is another contradiftion: 
,, Again, it ariy ſhall affirm, that the 
Pl xe of generation had no begin— 
or | ing; but that the number of them 
«|| bath been infinite, let us put a-caſe 
ie) and reafon with him : we will ima-< 
ine 'the generations of Abrahars 
or example, and of Joſeph, the ſon 
I of Fxcob;the fon of 1Jaack ,the ſon of 
| {1 C Abraham 


| The Beingand Path, 
Abraham. 1 demand therefore.whe* 
ther before the birth of Abrahbaw, 
there had paſt-an infinite ſeries of 
oenerations,or not? If the ſeries was 
finite, the work of generation had 
begining, which is the concluſion IN © 
conten for, if the ſeries paſt was in« tes 
finize, then at the birth of Joſeph 'tis 
evident that more generations were 
paſt, ſo we have found a number 
greater than that which wasſuppo- lik 
ſed to be infinite, and conſequently 
that was not infinite, ſo it was.both oh 
infiniteand not infinite, a manifeſt 
contradidion :.but if we lay, and 
robes O peat nlinkh.6 ,agd 

- that ſo was Joſeph'salſo, then 
F follow that the number of 4br pi Fees 
1 | was equal with thenumberof :5 8 
ſeph's, but Abrabazr's was but, a part 
of Joſeph's, wherefore the part is. e 
qual to the whole. Elſe admic that 
Ierabam' s was finite, but Ph 
came toJoſeph,that then the 

was infinite; it follows then, 


of 
ds 
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finite number,added to a finite,ſhal 


agaiaft the common light of reaſon. 
We fee therefore that ſuppoſing the 
[ eternity of the world, or the infinity 

ofgerntrations, doth force the mind 
ts cohrradidions, and conſequently 
the fiftion 15 vifit; and utterly im< 


CI poflible: And as we have arguedin. 


the way of generation, ſo we may 
likewite in every thing, where there 
15 motion or mutation, that 1s jn all 
theparts of the viſible world. The 
creation therefore of theworld from 


at 
which wasto be demonſtrated. And 
From the creation of the world we 
; {ay infer choſe imviſible Arrribates 
of the Erermity,and Power,and Wil- 
""$domy and Providence of God, that 
" F*#hieh reſts yer to be demoriſtrated. 


iC's SECT. 


make an infinite,. which likewiſe is 


the vitible thingythereofis manifeſt, 
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S E GC T. I V. 
Of the Attributes of God, thoſe like- 
wiſe cviGed from the Creature, 


"Her which we are yet upon, it is 
a general tntrodudion to Relj- 
gion, and a demonſtration of 'the 
Necethty of it againft Atheiſts and 
Epicures, and ſuch as are the deſpr 
ſers of it : that which we pretend is, 
that thetr rejeftion of Religion can 
not proceed from any confiderate 
ſolid reaſoning of their underſtand 
ing, but from an evil diſpoſition of 
their affections, which makes rhem 
we believe, rather wiſh,and ſo giv 
out, that their affertions are: tru 
then that themfelyes believe then 
tobe ſo3 particularly,in that grand 
principle and fundamental of aGoe 
and of a Providence, from whenc 
the reſt will freely and natural 
follow. We have by plain and ea 
demonſtration eyinced, that frot 
t) 


J reaſons I did propoſe the argumene 


Part, Mttributes of God. 
the viſible things of this world the 
creation of it may be evicted: and 
that the Apoltle,although to ſuch as 
were initiated in Chriſtianity, he did 
propoſe it upon the wel atteſted au” 
thority of the ſpirit of God,by many 
mighty figns and wonders declared 
to-be with him:although tg them he 
thought it needleſs any more then to 
refer them to the natural principles 
of their underſtandings : yet that he 
was not wanting to the infidels,but 
by deſigning to them ſo ready ato- 
pick or medium 3 from whence to 
begin their argument. hath not 'de- 
ſerved of the unbeljeving that ſlen- 
dereſtimation which they have been 
pleaſed to afford him : there is-no 


J ation or mutation 1n any thing vilſi= 
{ ble whatſoever, but it is performed _. 
J by motion,nor any motion followed. 
FJ home ſucceſſively through it's cauſes 
J but will force the mind of man to 


afirſt mover ; and though for ſore 


in 


the place of it yon thould have been 
pleaſed to ſubſtitute motion'in pe- 
neral, or bodily aRQion (for either 
they are formally the fame, or'con.. 
ſequent at leaſt to one another) the 
wvartation of the terms of the'arpu- 
ment would no wayhave changed 
the ſubſtance of the Xoneliiſion ? 
which I intimate to pgfve notice of 
the ſufficiency of that argument, 
which in it ſelf comprizes 4'multi- 
tude of others'more particuJar, left 
any advantage + might poſſibly be 
made againſt thewant ofntimber in 
my argument. Well, having conehu- 
dedthe creation,and begining of the 
world we fee it follows, thatYhence 


we conclude the eternal powey'and. 
Godhead, that is, the eternizy*/and 


power of the Godhead : 'to 'which 
that we may fully convince" qur'A« 
cheſt; we will likewiſe adde the wiſ- 
doin, and providence, and theftm-: 


menfity\, and othee attributes of. 


God. ; 


T ht Being and Pact. 
in the name of generation, yet'if in. 
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Part T Attributes of Gods 
 Andfirſt for Eternity,we have by F-*crnitye | 


undeniable conſequence refolvedall 
motions in the world into thebofom 
of a firft mover, and if we ſyppoſe 
him' a firſt mover, this ſuppoſition 
will evidently conclude, that he is e+ 
ternal, that is,thar he ts without be- 
ginning of effence, or without any 
termor limit of duration;for if it had 
any begining of eſſence or dnration 
that begining of being preſappofeth 
a priority of not being (thar is, that 
aftual beihg is not'of the eſſence of 
It) aud fo, that wemhay without any 
contradifinn ſuppoſe it not to be 
yet in being, thar1s, we maybrin our 
abdeftnding withaut error to the 
apprehenſion of ir as being yet jn the 
ſtare of power only,or potential be. 
ing,fo as things'are in theircauſes.So 
then let us con&Geir it in this ſtate, and 
compare this ſtate with rhe other, 


- when it harh a being, and it is evi- 


dent, that this paſſage of tranſition 
fromwant of being to a being cannot 
be 


The Being and 


precedent mover to that wh from it 
Teceivesits being:ſo then thatwhich 
weſuppoſedto be the firſt original 
mover, it will haye a moyer which 
ſhal of neceſſity have gonebefore it, 


and conſequent] x it will be botha | 


firſt and not a fir 


mover, which is a 


plain and evident contradiftion.In- 


ſtead of multiplying Arguments 
without neceſſity, we wil only return 
by the footſteps of our analyſis, and 
ſo from the being of a firſ mover 
conclude the Eternity:If ir be a firſt 
mover,then it had no former moyer. 
and if fo,then it never was produced 


from not being unto heing 3 and if 
ſo,then. it never had any begind of 
got 


its being,then it is Eternal; 


whatſoever is the firſt mover it muſt | 
of neceſlity likewiſe be Eternal. But - 
from the common. affections. of 
things ' 


| c Part I, 7 
be: without a _morion, nor motion -; 
without an atual mover : but-1 that | | 
which moves a thingfrom nor. being - 
to. a ſtate of being is neceſſarily a | 
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- "I ſcience. 


ſtrare an original and firſt mover, 
4 wherefore the viſible things of this 
I world they likewiſe do evj& the 


I of God : thercſt of his Attributes, 


$low,his Neceſlity,[ndependency,In- 


thatis, that ir js impoſſible ic ſhould 
I fail,and implics a contradiction,that 


Feternal 4 parte poſt, as well as 4 parte 
J arte: for if it be not a-neceffary 
1 108,that is, if neceſlity of being benot 


We FL HET COLLIE Oh ELyNTnG-. 


things viſible,we did before demons 


Eternity of the Godhead, 
Having demonſtrated theEternity 


ſuch as we are able to comprehend 
19 this life, they all of them will fol- 


fiity, Unity, Omnipotency, Omni- 


And firlt for his Neceſlity:whereby Neceſſity, 
I mean hisNeccſlity of being,not hig 
Neceſlity of operation, ſo as it is op- 
poſed to freedom of will and power 


to aQ,or to forbear, I ſay then, that 
the Godhead. is a neceflary beings 


it ſhould not be: that is it which 
Divines mean, when they ſay 'tis 


included 


"The Being 4nd Part'f, 
tcluded in the effence of the God? 
bead, then 1t is not impoſlible thi 
x ſhould looſe his being, that ist'is 
poſſible that it ſhould loſe his being; 
that 1s, it is iq the powerot ſomes 
thing to cauſe it to lofe his being : 
bur nothing *can/paſs from being to 
not beingwithout change ormotton; 
fo then'the motion of it is in the 
power of ſome other,& conſequent 
ly this is not the original of 'moti 
but that other;but we ſuppoſed this 
to bethe original of motion, and 
conſequently, it is not” poflible it 
ſhould be deprived of its being, that 
is,it is aNeceſſary being'n reſpe& of 
ethers, and '#s impoſlible it is that' 
fliould loſers being of it ſelf. indeed 
it is'manifeſt'contradiQtion,that qhy 
thing ſhould have a power over | 
own elfence;/ and ' needs no further 
convicon or oppoſition, ſeeing the 
ative power of any thing is fonndee 
mthe'effence of it, & conſequently 
catinor exceed the eſſence, or bringy 8 
3.74 14 , 


T8 PareT. Attributes of Cod, 27 
d it not to be: Howeverithe neceſaty ; 
#1 -of the exiſtence of God will be evin= © | ; 
4 ced fromtheSimplicity and unconr. A 
pounded property of his nature,and Simplicity ©: 
that from his Eternity for:imagine "2. 
him to be compounded;then ir: muſt | 
rofl beof ſomeprineiples of compoſition 
mn; and if ſo, then thoſe prigciples muſt 
hel be preſuppoſed to his being, & pre» 
4] cede hinvin a'priority of nature: ſo 
1, then there will be ſomewhat in na+ 
his ture before that which was before 
1d] evinced;and/ now ſuppoſed/to be &4 
ith cerhal : andif he be-a fimple offence 
aty and eternal;he muſt bepurely a&tu+ 
I al-and nothing potential;for if in his 
jth efſence be any thivg potential, that 
dI 1s;if it be-in-any potlibility,thar poſ- 
18 fibility-relates.to ſome faperiour and 
$ former cauſe: Whereas we have / all 
ff this while been reaſoning about the 
J fiſt cauſe and fupreme'r Simple he 
J is therefore and pure; and a ſimple 
Iyg at out of the bounds'of poſſibrity 
"88 &of ſuffering, and ſoagain we'bave 
ty 


COns 
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concludedhisneceſlity of being. 


Now as we have demonſtrated his 
Neceſlity,ſo likewiſe we maythence 


colle& his Independency. We arein* | 


deed in a ;great deal of blindneſſe 
in the contemplation of the God- 
head, and muſt humbly crave leave 
of God to be admitted 'to enquire 
and ſpeak after the manner of ment 
God doth not exact that we ſhould 
exceed the meaſure of our under- 
ſtandings in our contemplation of 
him, or that we ſhould deliver him 
as he 1s in himfelf,or otherwiſe then 
he is pleaſed to reveal himſelf to our 
weak and-feeble underſtandings, & 
fo we hope: his Majeſty will not be 
offended at us.if after themanner of 
men we labour to deduce oneattri- 
bate out of another, if withal we 
take this caution,that upon our de-; 
pendency ofinference,and the pre-: 
cedency and following in our dif-: 


courſe, we danot contlude that fuck. 


ceſſion or dependency of attributes; 
| in 
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inGod,and imagine that tobe in the 
objet, which is only in the Organ, 
I could not but take this advantage 


for this caution now, that from his 


Erernity, Simplicity, and Neceflity, 
I am concluding his Independency3 
this, to our: underſtanding and diſ- 
courſe,may wel enough(as concern- 
ing us) depends upon thoſe other, 
that is, the ſuppoſition of thoſe will 
force the mind'to an acknowledge- 
ment of this,but to imagine that ore 
der to be in God, were to imagine 
a contradiftion,by putting a depen- 
onney upon the attribute of Inde< 
pendency:If he be a ſimple a& and 
purelt is impoſſible he ſhould at all 
depend upon another for his being: 
for ſuppoſe his being to depend ups» 
on another,then that other muſt ne- 
cdiarily be.preſuppofed,and be the 
cauſe hkewiſe of his beiog ; for if it 
depend-upon another for his being, 
his being cannot be without that o- 
ther,and ſoit is Ig 4 

| Ore 


fore it 15 before this n 47M and: _ 
in-order ſo/tn-caſuality,for we. 
ofa real & eſſential dependency, not! 
of 4 Logital or notional;; wherefore'! 
this other;and not the Godhead wil 
bea cauſe,and a former cauſe : and' 
——__ the Godhead,unleſs it: 
be. indepcudent, will neither be-the. 
firſt cauſe, nor eternal 3, contrary to 
thatwhichwas before demonſtrared/ 
, AgaimtheSimplicity and the Im» 
{ Incorpo- paſſtbility..of God will neceſſarily 
realty. evi him to beincofporeal, ſeems. 

q that every body is compoundetiand' 
paſlible, nay we may:go!ſo-far as'tb 
ſay,that.corporeity is paſſibilicy; for 
cor poreity &quantity,andiin 0 laft 
abſtrafted notion confilearicd threv 
dimenGons, bur quantity: 5s nothing. 
elſe but dividbility, that: r/an/apria; 
tude to ſuffer divigen; that is, pals! 
bihey 3 whatſoever therefore is!ims 


paflible, that likewiſe tact [1 
q Which was to'be demonſtyared. 

| Inmenfily Andiifit be incorporeal;thewrliks-' 
4 wite Þ| * 
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wiſe it is unbounde d and unlimited 
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k by place, for whether place be taken 
{| forthe ſurface of ſome ambient bo- 
| dy,. 07 for a ſpace, the very'cſience, 


of, a place, conſiſts in relation to'a; 
body encloſed; but that, whiclyisino# 
body. cannot admit of an encloſuee,: 
thereforc that which is incorporeal,| 

is free from the limits and terms:of 
place, ſo then it is evident, that the 

fixft cauſe is free from-the'limits and. 
reſtraints of place;before we proved 

that .It was, free from any limits of 
duratiqn, but.in the freedom. from 
time and place _—_— the notion: 
f1mmenſty, and ſothe:immenfity) 

t God [1s now demonſtrated; (or;: 

tich is all one,his Infinity.) \rs 

& .;But if the God-head be infinitEj1rairy, 
2 | then likewiſe it is but one;and-ſo we! 


* \demonſtrate the Unity of the! 
= lenceofthe God-bead: Now that 

{| there cannot be two infinite eſſences 
hy we will demonſtrate. - But firſt, for: - 
"mY the help of our imaginations and to 
fl render: 
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Sender that ſerviceable to our un | 


derſtandings, we will imagine two 
bodies infinite, Ther: thus,either the 
one of thofe bodies is tn all the ſpace 
wherein the otherbody is,or it is riot, 

if they be both together in the ſelf 
- ſame ſpace, then that which is the 
longitude of the one is the Jongitude 
of the other, and their latitude is the ' 
fame,% ſo likewiſe their profundity. 
the ſame, Iſay,not only equal : for 
as from filling equality of ſpaces, 
we muſt infer equality of dimenti- 
ons, 10- from- identity of fpace we 


ſt conclude them to have the. 
fre dimenſions, but- the laſt and' 
tran notion of a body is 
mathematically refolved into thoſe 
dimenfions, wherefore thoſe which 
fill the felf fame ſpace are the ſelf” 
fame body, and ſo two bodies they 
. will be but one body, which is a/ 
manifeſt contradiction : burif we' 
. ſhall fay,that where one of theſe in! 
finite bodies is,the other is not, then” 


there 
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there will be ſome ſpace where one 


of theſe bodies is cxcluded;and Cons 


ſequently i it wi! be limited and finite 
which yet we ſuppoſed to beinfi- 
nite 5! {d theh, it will be infinite atid 
nor Itifitnite -which'i is a manifeſt con- 
tralition's We have demonſtrated 


therefore: that there cannot be two 


| inflajtebodies, the truth is, we ought 


rodemonſtrate that there cannor be 
two nfinite eflences, but the noti 
_ and efſenceis ſo abſtrate 
Rh, >. my it would yows our 
hding to it ſo long in* 
mn it x7 or te obj a a 
Ge! Juired to ehiough a de- 
hrs w infinite fimple 
be the ſubjet,& unity 
to be demonſtrated; bi 
'bat to other de- 
mple; of power, or 
; of the TT" the demonſtra- 
ruh' as clear to the mind,as 
in the 'cafe of bodies it did tothe 


bee _— infinite powers 
are 


*y 


which: was vainly imagingd.to-be 
two: bur if the. powers be not-the. 
ſame, then one power is' where the 


other-power is not (not meaning i=. 


wbiof place, but of caſe) and.ponſe» 
queutly a caſe. where ,one.of the 
powers is not, and conſequently the 
power is limited, which yet it is ſup» 


poſed. to be iofinite, there can be 
therefore but one infinite power,nor. 


any more than one infinite effepce, 
and ſo we have demonſtrated. the 
Unity of the God: head. | 


It remains that we demonſtrate the 


Omnipotence of ' God, and his Omz.. 


niſcience: and firſt for his Qanipos 


tence, That God was a God gf pow- . 
er, "it was demonſtrated then, hen; 
we found him to be the fit cauſe, . 
and original mover,and the creator 
of the world. Now power js nothing 
elſe but a fountain or ſpring of Gant th 

th 


- Glity:Cauſality alwaies exerts it fel 
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are the ſame,or not the ſamezif they - 
bethe ſame,then-ir is but one-Hawer. 


fin 
th 


| Fonnhs Atibrterof God. 
- | by, motion: the Original therefore 
ofa motion. is, the original; of all 
\mniporent,wheretore it.is demon- 
re Thar Gad 1s Omnipotent. 
;The ſame argument will.prove 
him likewiſe to be, Qomiſcicnt, For 
all knowledg is an 2xertion of pows 
er, and conſiſts in,a conjun&ion of 
the operations.of the obje and the 
miod,and.the nature.ot it is as way 
uxelligible otherwiſe then, by this 
exertign;this exertion is motionzand 
KO original of mation isthe grigi- 
Daz Of Kt wiedg;5and LOC being, 
2. | Qmnipotent, he js alſo Omnilcignt, 
| 2nd ſo:we have eyed his Ownilci- 
encF :thar js, an, jpfioite- knowledg, 
«| whichiocludes in.ir the knowledg. of 
{| all particulars,fo; ** particular in the 
| world were excluded,it were not in- 
| finite,” but limited 3 ſo then the 
{| thoughts of the heart are oper to 
?;] the view of his omniſcience : And 
| thus accordivg tothat Canon of di- 
, D 2 rection, 
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rofl, which we 
Apoltle, we have! ted the 
y,accordivg'1 to 


that þ 
the os demon jon, and from 


the viſible things = this wor oy 'En= 
forcing our ſelvs firſt to z an ac 0w- 
ledgment of the creation br gr 
world 5 we have thence, t ag 
only the common! principles,” oh 
comhition notions '(werd; inlet) of 
intefligence, proceeded higher, to a 
deniobſtration of the etergal power 
andGod-head : that is,of thoſe At» 
tributes of the God-head, «gy 4 by 
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A Propoſal of the Argument for the 

Imvioriality of the ſoul, and a ma» 

 mifeſtation of the major propoſetion, 

© that incorporeal ſubſtances are im- 
wortal, 


NT He ſecond thing which we 
& pretended to demoaſtrate 
— as a general ground-work 


whereon to build a neceffity:of Re- 
ligion in the general, it is the [m- 


: 


inthis life only we have hope; then in 
the judgment of the Apoſtle, we are 


| | mortality of the ſouls of. menz for if 


| of all mien moſt miſerable. Now the 
|-rrath- is, that' we have noabſolute 


neceſſity of much endeavour roclear 
thel[omortality of the foul, after ſo 
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of the eſſence and the attributes of 
the God- head, ſeeing that a bare re» 
flexion either uporfthe generals ay 
of reaſoning, whereby we come to 
thoſe concluſions,or upan thoſe ſim- 
ple objects of the mind, Which were 
the ſubjetts of every particular en- 
quiry, muſt neceſ{azily prompt us 
with undeniable arguments of. the 
ſpiritual and incorporeal nature of 
our mind, from whence will necel- 
ſarily- follow the natural incorrup- 
tibility of it, that which 1s "albrhat 
wepretend to,when we ſay,thaf it is 
immortal:{for it is not our meatiing, 


The Immortality of Part.H. | 


that in the notion of Immortahity is 


 includedaneccſlity of being, ſuch as 


relating to the power-ofGod ſhould 
put if out of a capacity of Annihila- 
tion;:) T dat "7: \ M14 21 
Yet- conſidering the darknefle of 
our minds, -and that- inability - tos 


wards aſtrict andvigorous refleQion 
which even ih thoſe who are moſt 


prattiſcd in the: contemplation. of 


them«| 
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themſdves,and i inthe ſcrutiny of the 
waiey of their owwinternal operati- 
ons,is over ns and confi ps 


"TXT? 


bodily n moriony, we in, may 
think themſclvesunconcerned to be 
buſie 'in_ the knowledge of rthem- 
ſelves:'It- will be requiſite that we 
infiſt more particularly upon itzthat 
ſo the matter may be. cleared even 
to the-moſt vulgar apprehenſions, 
pot ing only that they can'bur 

obtain fo much'bf themſelves, as 
warily'to attend to that whichis to 
be delivered, Ls 

Now ' the fubſtance of all that 1 
ſhall ſpeak-rowards the demonſtra- 
tion of the ſouls Immorraliry (hall 
be ſammorily comprifed i in this c one 
Hllogiſ.. 

— Whatſvever ſubſtance i is incorpo- 
, D 4 real 


9 


40 


real it is immortale. But the ſaals of 
men _ are incorporeal ——_ 
'The former. of theſe Propoſitions 
is indecd init ſelfundemonſtrable,as 
being a principle evident to, a 
dering mind, and ſo not reſolyible 
into any. former principles, ſo that 
all that can be done to a further 
clearing of it, wil only be to examine 
and follow home the terms, to their 
firſt original notions, which they are 
aſſigned to. repreſent. Indeed, the 
word mortaliry, asit isuſually ap» 
prehended, hath alwaies reference 
to a compounded ſubſtance, or tog 
body,which hath in it ſelf ſomeprin» 
ciple and cauſe of motion, and fig - 
nifies no more but a capacity'of the 
material and paſſive part, to be de» 
prived of that inward ative print 
ciple of its motions, as is evident by 
thoſe things, whichwe uſe to ſaymay 
dic,or aredead 5 as men,and beaſts, 
and plants : hut when the queſtion 
| 1s 
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is only of that aftive 


inciple,it can- 


_ cla 
not G juſtly.be puta the terms of 


mortality, as. ot ..corryptibility;;or 
natural tendency taa carruption. 
Sothen,that which,weare«o ſtrive 
for is the. trye.and.acqurate.notion 
of corruption, and when we have 
driven it to the higbeſt,weſhal find, 
that corruption js nathing clſe.buta 
diſſolution of 'things:joyned toge- 
ther, and that this - difv/xties is 'no- 
thing but.a Lys that / _ 
rations nothing bu 

that divifieo is -—rmrkey" om anda 
formal a&of quantity; and quantity 
ignothing cl{c but- a'mode of corpo+ 
reity; ſo as youſee that corruptibili- 
11am in the notion of it in- 
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de corporcity:whacſoever there-;,;, 


fore is incorporeal, ir is incorrupti- 
or Fon was to be Enmeniiratetl 
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of this; it is" 
requiſite that we cooldernol etoin 
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wv of rhi# Propoſition," that the 
_ fouls of wen arc incopoHtd? ſubſtan- 
"Fer, by comparing the? aſfedtons of 
n0bodies with thoſe of Jeals "_ 


But the ſouls of meniare : mcorpo- 
real ſubſtances, +--- 

-That they are: ſubſtances is evi- 
dent,ſeeing that they are ſubjets of 
certain properties and -affetions, 
and a conſtant internal principle of 
motion,  whigh: is che ver firmal 
notion of a fubſtance.{t remains on- 
lyrherefore,that' we demonſtrate 
them tobe invorporeal.7 © vi © 

Now for the clearin 
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conſiſts. the - of a; body, ray 
wherein Cconfifts:the being of an hu- 
mane ſoul:nor can weuſe any poſlis 
blemeans to come to an apprehen- 
Gon: of their being, other then by 
conſidering thoſe primary paſſions 


and 


> Wy + mos - 


- 23,, 5 = eu, wht 


Pare I) the fouls of men. ; 


—_—  . 9 i Tos Wor 9 


and-properties*whereby they make 


diſcovery ofthemſelves,” 
* Phe firſt -and primary affettion of 


a 'body tis thar' extenfion- of parts, 
whereof it 'is compounded; and aca» 
pacity of diviſion; 'upon!which, as 
vpcnThe fundamental mode; the 
particular dimenſions(that'igthe fi- 
gures and the local-motions'do de- 
pend: the figare being nothftng but a 
particu/ar &determined=exrenfion 
-of the mattergowards fuch $8 ſuch 


-parts'3 and: lozal' otro being no» 


thing but diviſion, ſo thatiwhatſo- 
ever may poſibly be performed by 
any body, it maft haveiitsorigioal 
ground- work Iin-divi6bility, and its 


actus] being- in'-dibifion,:; towards 
which the firuation, and 6gure, and 


determined \quantity of parts muſt 
make the diſpoſition. 16 

-- Again, forthe being of our ſouls 
if we reflet upon our ſelves we ſhall 
find; that allour knowledg of them 
reſolves into this, that we are beings 
od; conſcious 
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conſcious: to' our ſelves of ſeveral 
kinds of cogitationgthat by our out- 
ward ſens we apprehend bovity 
things preſeat,that by our Imaginae» 
, . apprehend. things abſent, 
that 'we oft recoyer into our appre- 
henſjons things paſt _ pode, that 
upon our: n things we 
od or Gives Tarſly affeBed, 
ſometimes with pleaſure or pain far 
things preſent, ſometimes with hope 
or defpair of things abſent, and the 
like ; Nay, we are.confcious to our 
ſelves of objeQts,which could not by 
any bodily impreſſions be wrought 
in our fancies or our brain 3 and of 
ſuperiour ' paſſiogs:. anſwerable*to 
thole obje&tgiiIn one word, we find 
that our-ſouls are # kind: of cffences 
which-are conſcious-(or having : a 
ſenſe) of things. 

Now then weare tocompare tos 
gether theſe two of a bo- 
dy and a ſoul,and ſoconclude either 


an omen or edihogreri 
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the natures of thoſe ſubjets. i 

- And hereupon the veryfixſt view 
of a:conſidering mind it will appear, 
that diviſibility is-not apprehenſion, 


of judgment, or defire,ordiſcourſez 


that .co cut' a: body into ſeveral 
paneh, or putit into ſeveral. ſhapes, 

ribring it-to ſeveral motions, or 
mixe it after ſeveral waies, will not 
ferve to bring it:to apprehend or 
defire3 it-is- not the hammering 
ad filing; and fitting ofthewheels 
of aWatch,whichcan make itappre- 
haid the end for which ie ſerves; or 
comprehend ghe motion of the ſun 
which it is'made to meaſure; nor is 
it pram er war yas 
awplein things natural or: ul, 
oftpon. what pritciples of mixture 
we proceed, the conclufion will be 
ſtill the ſame3 for ſenſe, and __ 
ception, and appre and des» 
fire, c, they are as great ſtrangers 
tothe obſcure notions of heat and 
cold, and moiſture, and, drought, 


and 
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and of thofe elements to which they 
are 'afligned, ; to fires; and air, and 


P 
fr 
Ay | Pi 
earth, :afid: water; as; they are: to '|u 
quantity;;and lituation, ;and figure; | ſo 
and:motion,and the lke,thereisno | it 
or 

ſt: 

af] 

th 


prehend; that combining apy pro- 
jon of:fire,a nd airz;& water and: 
earth.ſhould make the lump of itte: 
know-or comprehend what is done, |tic 
toit, orby.it : we ſee not then any. [a1 
the leaſt; zducement 'in our nation to 
of bodies ficaple or mixed,or howſos. 
ever variackto bring us to.an appIes: 
henfion o6 eogitation4; i... | +517 
:: Nor yet:will :our rAficion upon frei! 
our: cogitation -bring-#1s to any ap+;{the 
prehenfionof corporeity or divifibje;Ja < 
liry:the2+uth is,our ſexiſe and appzeytci 
henfiowof bodies :cannot-infal 
aflure us; that there are any ba 


mancertainly thati can;clearly ap= | 


ly; ren 


in the worid; but wemuſt be forced;ſou! 
to an bigber; principle, -whereon tajjof a 
ground thataſſurance,ſo far js cogi=4mier 
tation & apprehenſionzand the A "9 

om A» 


TParedts 2he-ſeule of nant.) 
from involving —_—_ any cor- 


poreityzyay weſce manifeſtly,. that. 
uponthe diviſion. of the body, the 


ſoul remains entire;and undivided : 
it is.not:the:Joſs of an hand;or for? 
fp eye, 'that ican mainzthe uaders. 


n_— wa —_— - _ 


ſtanding, or: the will; or cut off the: 
affeftions ::ſo'that we: have not any: 
the.leaſt inducement. under the no«- 
tion -of cogitation: to involve divif-: 
a 1,0r under the ſubje& of cogitation; 
toipcludethbe ſub Jett of divifion or. 
divifibilitys -: #3 

Fu wm we 2 woe it 
" evidently ; that corpas» 
1-Jreity coofilts in divigbs and that- 
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m | deedeweoil the ſoul c are 
1a eſſence, Ora : 
" beiog,to:be acogitativeis = diffe» 


7urcnt: from being diviſible or exten=- 
wded : Wherefore the efſence of the} 
4,yſoul is far different from the eſſence 
xj|of a. body: Wherefore:the ſouls of 
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4 farther of it's be ereral 
mo of fo As 
No” akon gh hen wich and or 
tatnty! of: propofitions ane r 
not uponthemultirade ofar 
whereby they are conclalle ninth 
* we have alrtady ſufficiently diſchars 
our uridertaking3yerſaomerbing' 
phi" towards" rhe 


of ehe-ſpiriradhivp of” the 
_ to ſhew that i it doth fr exceed 
the-ptice | 


=7 4g ights 
ſenſes: To:  blnehaliing 
_ aradicin” will be made from| « 

of ourapprehend- 


And of all fer us eonfilerour 
way of apprehenfions in th, 1K 
our apprehenſions even'of- bis | 
« - objeds[:- 


Part Il' *'theſonlr of wen. 


objects, for however-we are apt to 
imagine, that thoſe, may be perform- 
ed by bodies, upon an exatt (crutiriy 
we ſhall fiad it otherwiſe. That'thrs 
may appear; weſhall-do well to ob- 
ſerveand take off an errour; which 
even from our childhood we have 
taketrm; itis a common beliet- of 
ours, that ſenſe is performed inthe 
outward organs 3 touching,for ex.- 
amplegin the hand,ſeeing in the eye, 
and ſo of the reſt: (In then), [ ſay,and 
notonly-by them.) and then we pur 
our ſelves to no further trouble,for 
to knowhow ſenſe is made,thenanly 
tothink that ſomething hot touch- 
eth the hand, and fo the hand feels 
heat, that the image of ſome body 
appears.in the eye,and ſo the eyelecs 
the body 3 briefly,:that ſenſe is-per- 
formed either by an immediate con» 


| taft,as in touching and taſtingzor b 
a reſemblance, which by the qbjt 
is: wrought in the organ, and that in 
the" matter of __ perception 


there 


50 


The immortality of Part. 
there is no exceeding the power of 
thicſe two bodics,the objet,and:the 
ofganz nor any ſuperiour operation 
to that which may be performed by 
the applicatiori of ſeveral bodies : 
bur'to take off this kmpoſture of the 
ſenſes, I ſhall-need to. do no:more, 
but todemonſtrate that allourſenſe 
is immediatly performed: in -the 
brain, and not in the limbs; or or- 

ans: We will inſtance only inthe 

Feoſes of feeling and fight. 

And firſt, that ourdoeling is per» 
formed in the brain by the mediati- 
on of the nerves,it is made manifeſt 
by our obſervation of ſuch diſeaſes 
as take away the ſenſe of feeling, 
how that the ſeat of thoſe difcaſes it 
5s not in the limbs, but in the: bead, 
Palſeys, Epilepſies, Apoplexes, and 
the reſt: the ſeat of them is in thoſe 

,artsof the brain from whence' do 
Froing thoſe nerves by which our 
operations are performed, and:che 
way or remedy forreſtitution of our 
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Feeling; ! itis rotakeaway thoferob- 
ens the"rhtar In 7 a,wherotpon 
the effect doth follow w3. nowialt:this 
wenoneed[ cific; ibſcrfe; 'wete- per 
formed 1rimmedratly 1nz the: knbs 
themſelves: Indeed irmay ly 
be imagined, :thitiwthoſetaſes! we 
are thetefore deptived of ſenſe, be- 
cauſe 'our motions intercepted;that 
there'is ſome aftivity towards ſenſe 
depending-upoti thd-motiorof the 
limbs >although» there be no-vifible 
ſirength,inthis objieftion; yerthete 
aro' fufticient inſtances to takeoff; 
ſeeitng thereeicher art;or latelywere 
A ob-ſuch as: wn; 
IL IA all ofifeeling;ind'y 
med wed ther heal nies _ 
mhtrnnknnicy roar rag 
wear Eire bib made'of:{dehras 
have an, oY pur 2. Ma ft in 
ach! a; uch tocyand 
thavalees ehointnidds or theirs] _ 
have been cur vff-| Many'other 
bs) and: antics way! be 
E 2 brought 
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brought to prove, that the ſenſe! of 
feeling is not performedin therayt» 
ward-Jlimbs. 2] 3-49-04 
And-ſecondly,for the ſenſe of ſee- 
ing, that that likewiſe is not perfor- 
medin the eye, it is asevidentz-the 
cauſe why it would ſeem to be fo, is 
becauleit is very evident, that the 
images of things do indeed paſs thi- 
ther; and are conveyed after diverſe 
refraftions and ireflefions through 
the coats and humours of the eye,to 
the bottom of that tunicle,which:is 
calle&retiforwis.Hence it is obvious 
to coiclude, that viſion is therefore 
performed without the eye. Butif 
this: were ſo, beſide that no reaſon 
could be given why' with both 'our 
eys.and two images of it, we ſee but 
one thingaitwould neceſſarily follow 
that wecould not ſee any quantity 
bigger: than our: cyc in its natural 
fituation:; for if images were ſeen in 
the eye;they would be T Wong's 1 
are in the cyczbut 1n the bott: 


the 
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the cyethe images of things are in* 
verted, and conſequently the things 
themſelves would ſeem to heinver- 
ted; men would. ſeem to us with 
their: heads below, and their feet. a- 
bove,that which is on the right hand 
would ſeem to be on the left, 


- Now+to Prove that the Images are 


there; inverted, beſides the demon. 
ſtrative, reaſons that ſo it muſtbe, 
we. may at any'time make experi: 
ments to-atteſt to thoſe demonſtra» 
tions, It is impoaſiible but that the 
viſual beams of latger obje&ts muſt 
interſef each other jo the eye, and 
by. that. cutting .one the other the 
ſituation of the'parts muſt be iover» 
ted;;and thus much hath eVEr been 
apprehended, and..confeſt by, all 


thoſe that have underſtood the laws 


of. radiation ; byt. ſome concerving, 
that by-an inverted ſpecies an.abjet 
could got be ſeen upright,bave. with 


mighty. induſtry deviſed moſtipge 


pious: cxrours concerning waies. of 
25t120 refraction 
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refratfon, whereby-the coats! and: 
hutitours of the eye ſhould'comero/ 
reed theimage before it comes ro! 
the therve, whereby viſion iperfor-' 
wed; but time'#nd experience have 
evitted all thoſe witty ſpetulaciony 
to have beeri 'nothing but iſubrite 
ahdfine impolhites of the fancies of 
chieit authors, aety reaſonsof avain 
atid ungroundedi{uppofirion*? for it 
1s evident eo him that will take rhe 
pains to take of' all the muſdlevand 
runides, which ſerve for thefeeding 
and motion of theeye, and'clearthat 
ft only, wherethe>viſual nerve is 
faſtened, then: darkening # 'foot, 
ns vrily leaving anihole ſufficient to 
receive this eyefwill ſtand behind 'i "; 
andook throupſit 5 co ſuch 1 Af OE 
it'witbe evidetrgthat the images of 
withour ateinyettediIviche 
- of > the” eye; at" the place 


bot 
where” is the paſſige of the viſhal 
netve': and confequently,isfettin 
washor performeg-in the/hand,” fo 
neither 
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Part,fI. #he ſouls of men, 
neither is ſeeing in the eye, but both 
of them in the brain. | 

.Byt,, before things are conveyed 
to the brain, all the corporal fimilir 
tude will quite be married;the form 
of a man cannot be carried through 
the oprick nerve into the hollow. of 
the brain,nor the quality of that we 
touch be: carried quite. along; the 
nerves, from the. fingers ends unto 
the head, and original of the nerves: 
but all that can be imagined to be 
done in the brain, it is ſome motion 
and alteration made'gither of a vel- 
lication of the neryeg, or by a yapo- 
rous and ipiritous.ſubſtance,paſſing 
through them, which retains no: fig* 
nature;of real ſimilitude to the ap- 
prehenfians, which,upon ſuch occa» 
fions, qr, excitations men have -of 
things. All that is done by the bodies 
the objet and the ſubjed it is utter- 
ly differenc from..the apprehenſion, 
which.in man is begotten by them: 
ws 15 00 natural. limilitude bes 

ewixt 


. _w —_—_— _"_—_ 
- - . > 2 


F ] 
e 
f 
n 
t 
e 
d 


. 
” 
- - 


" *s W % : 7 
£ " 
a 
4% 
ps 
p " 
- 


rhe twanrtalny i y "Paatne, © 


twixt a motion 'in/ the fotepatesf 
the head, and betwixt'ati obje&t 
which we apprehend by it; our ap. 
prehenſions of things theyfar exceed 
thoſe bodily means, by which they 
are'occafioned, and conſequentlythe 
fabjets of theſe apprehenfions do 
far exceed the ſubjefts of thoſe poor 
and groſs produydions 3 3 that 1s, the 
nature of our ſouls is far other and 
better than that of bodies, whichwas 
to be demonſtrared. *" 
| . $ EC T. IV. 
me ame further avon fritsl from 
e ſeverala@s of the Soul, from 
ample Apprehenſfpons, 
Hiwms demonſtrated thefoulsof 
ento be incorporeal ſubſtan- 
ces, from the''compariſon of their 


properties with'the affetions of bo. 


es, and therein finding noagree- 


ment or correſpondency;and more- 
pver from the general way of our 


operatians,which could not poſſibly 


proceed fron) any,moſt ſubtil varie» 
ry 


| Partlf. the ſoulrof min; | 
" | ty;or applications of bodily ſubſtan. 
ces. It remains, that at! this time we 
conſider the ſeveral kinds of the co» 
gitarions'of men, and: : 
Goo ths? > apprehenſion, 
objedts of Jag iſe, .of'P 
concludethe immortaliey thereof, -- 
Firſt of all from fimpleapprehenſi- 
on,which is the firſt opermtion of the 
underſtanding of man both i in nas 
ture and tirhez and-is the ea 
of ſimple objefts into rhe'mind, and 
fo furniſhing 'it with inaterials for 
judgment” and diſcourſe: ' we ſhalf 
find then'the ſoulsin reity if ws 
ſhal but refle& upon fuchſimplede? 
2510 it ſelf, which repreſent rhiogsin 
themſelves 1ncorporealzfor a corpo» 
real thing can neithef be'theTdeaof 
an incorporeal being;neither can an 
incorpoteal, immaterial, be fubjes 
Qed in @ material or zorporeal': we 
found before, that this application 
of bodies"could' pot- proces _ 
enſe 
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ſenſe which:wehave of bodies,mu« 
 teſs then canthar produce in us[deas 
incorporeah,yet ſuch, andyery many 
ſuch we find ta be within,our ſouls, 
We, find .ia..pur ſelves Idcas of 
ſpiritual ſubſtances, as of God and 
Angels, and of ;their fimple and in- 
corpereal;properties and attributes, 
its bur retuyhing back, and recal- 
Lng / into! Qur :xemembrancesthoſe 
demonſtrations of the ſeveral Attri- 
Bates of the(God: head,to which we 
didariſc,even from theviſiblethings 
ofthis world, and they wilfatshe us 
bd.this particular: ' our, eadeavour 
there was tq ,demonſtrate;the truth 
ofthem initheryſelves; here to con-+ 
ſider. che way and mannervf; their 
objedtive exiſtence in our-apprehens |. ? 
ions; andthe truth of demanſtrati+ 
on which ſatisfies the ſauls of-men,it 
ischat cleax agreement betwixt the 
underſtanding and therobjet>. that 
ks, 'that thingsbe in the nndarſtand- 
ing as they arciuihemielves; We 
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part 17.7 thejonlr of mon.” 
then demonftratedGod to be an im 
material ' fabſtance,  wherefore we 
go_- an apprehenſion of 'a ſab< 
ance1mmmeri2liand mcorporeal,: 
and of immaterial properties ; and 
conſequently/-the ' norions':of the 
God- head; and his attributes, were 
mour underſtandin gs invorporeally; 
and ſo'theylave mcorparedl: * 

-/Jrt cannothereibe denied; but his 
in - our ':opdimatry: and tranfient 
thou chnomifbfencerſs are very 

acetate) ſpiritul'beingsto 
draw quodrahontthcereylAypr 
things for ;whetri 
weſpeakoftGod werare very a _ 
heave in out fancies the wiſh 
yen, and-a tepreſentation of ſome 


_velimg ſntiogorattinginchem:when 


we think ov ſpeak of An 
apt tocall roour: 
ſhapes of 'beduriful winged/acry bo« 
dies; and fo when we meditate up= 

ow Exerniey, we arc 'apt'to veflett 
fron the imaye of times of the re- 


yolution-. 


SWe are 
rances the 
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The immortality of PartILi| 
volution-: of the Sun' and Stars;: | hi 


which are the uſual meaſures of it; 
at leaſtwiſe of a ſucceſſive. duration: 
of things, and there arediverſc of 


us which-terminate oun $18. 
theſe 1mages, and never: obtain; a; 
flight beyond them, nor ever .come; 


to obſerve in our ſouls the difference | i 


betwixt imagination and intelleQtu=-. 
al apprehenſion : But yer notwith- 
ſtanding when we have patience to 
ſtay-upon the conſideration of theſe 
objets,.and; warily attend to that. 


inward-:light. w ich we bear about | 


us, we preſently reje&t theſe imagey 
from theeflence of God,and Angels; 


and Erernicy, and by diſcourſe -we-| 
grolle-| 


ſtrip off. theſe material and 
repreſentations, and find;; that thie 
cauſes why upon. ſuch' $-38' 


theſe they come into our minds,is,)| gi 
for that we commonly bear of ther | i 
cther,and becauſeof thoſe ſymy | w 


cal -expreſi ons of theſe beings 


which baye deliveredtous the know | 


ledge 


Part:IT. "the ſouls of ven, & 27 
ledg. of them Almighty God calls | 
himſelf the antient of daies,and i it is 
not our cuſtom to imagine anything 
but cloathed' with un Becton ifn 
ſomeplace and the place that is u- 
ſually mentioned with God, it is the 
heavens, and thoſe heavens, which 
are the objetts:of our ſenſes and 
imagination,are the place oftheSun, 
and Moon,and Stars ; and ſo weare 
to formto'our ſelves an image 
of God,'or at leaſt through incogt- 
tancy to ler ſlip into our thoughts a 
| fancy offomereverend imagesfiting 
abovethe Firmament. 

Thus likewiſe tbed 


208: ating falta then out , 
own kind, and fo we conceive of oy 
| them inthe can ima» 
me mo yk yn 
in 7) a tot 

under ſuch forms the 
torn ofthemr yelled tows Fa 

n 
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: -' And yer-at" the ſame time/'wt| , 

know,and can/perhaps demonſtrate] , 

;evidently,'that if Go& were a bady, | , 

he $ noc-be a/Godz xharis.chat| , 

the properties of a'badilyſubſtance| , 

ean- no way.agree 'with thar notion| 

of the Godhead, 'whickis immova+ | , 

bly faſtened /in the-very/ eſſence of} ;, 

our foals +4 + [1 o16-n0ti4 02: 21.094 | D 

We wane > es be 

ture and- ceof the Anpels 'Y 

ſtood; iris the: fame with-thoſe:thiat y 

fell Crete Rndot w 
pleafantiimaginations uſually when 

we ſpeak of thoſe ob lightzand ugly, - 

& foal whetowe thitil of thofe that] ;4 

arcinchains of utter:ddrkneſs:how| 1 

ever the mane bf Michel and! his| &+ 

_.:.; Arch«Mngets:tecal[imo duromds| 4, 

the imagevobthe faivoit obrhe chile] y. 

_ hom or that'of Beel/zebab| or 
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: 8b likewiſe che common meaſure * 

_ ofthe duration of thiogs;wherewith| $1, 

we uſaally converſexhey arc hourn| 45, 
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and daies,and months,andyears,and 
theſe are-made by the revolution of 
the Sun;and of the Stars; and thoſe 
arc atteaded with ſeveral poſitions 
of themiin- reſpect of themſelves and 
ns,with hghe and-darkneſs,cold an 
heat, Winter andSummer,and thoſe. 
other vicifhirudes : and ſpeaking 'of 
Eternity'| we-:preſently::think 'of. « 
long continuance,andfocal into-our 
imaginattonalong continied ſeries 
of theſe revolutions, &vriſfitudes; 
wherea®- yet we know, thar where 
therreis a vicifitudeyrthere ds a pris 
ority, and-wherethersis:a'ptiority; 
there muſt be a begining, and where 


| there was a begining, that was not 


eternal: tis Plain; that if in _—_— 
there were ſuch-parts asdaies a 

years, there muſt be as many milli» 
ons of yearsas:minutes; that 
a' minute- were equal really to a 
thouſand: years, andiſoit tollows 
clearly thatErernity eyeriin our'no*- 
tion is afinfinite andrundivided un- 
MO ſacceflive 


pe wee 4 <6" 
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ſucceſſive durations 


fhew the Gifference betwixt the in- 
telletual apprehenfion/of things, & 
the imagination which'accompanies 
our ſuperficial thoughts; (our {light 
and- curſory taking. themito our 
minds) and:toilluſtrate;that,howe- 
ver in our'fancies we may havecors 
Peeheſs Girteal bel attending 

e ous beings, yet the 
Idex' s whereby he underftodin 
nn 

conſequently t 

underſtandibg part of ' man is incor- 
poreal. .. 
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A Ndnow. whatſoever of perfecti. 

may be evinced to be in the 
ſouls of are, the fimple appre« 
henſions of Gogle objetts, may much 
Wore ſtrongly: be concluded from 


thoſe 


{:: Theſcexamples are 9 Ss ws to | 
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: |- thoſe more perfe&t operations,exer- 


ciſed-in comparing ſeveral things 
together, and working 'out; the 
truths, ſtriking forth the light from 
thoſe colliſions. A judgment takes in 
two ſeveral fimple terms, and upon 


+ | them-paſleth the-ſentenee of their 


Sr 7 


le 


agreement or diſagreement. 

A diſcourſe takes into confiderati- 
on two of the judgments already 
paſt, and decided by the ſoul, and 
fromthoſe two: draws forth a third, 
and ' ſo: brings into ac thoſe truths 
which folded in their cauſes lie in 
the ſecret places of the ſoul conceals 
ed from it ſelf. 

Now as the ſouls of men are con- 
ſcious to themſelves of certain eſſen< 
ces within themſelves, which neither 
in their being, nor in their operati- 
onupon the ſoul are any way mixed 
with ought that is eorporeal 3- and 
ſofrom-thence the incorpoteitv of 
the foul was immediatly conelu- 
ded, 'ſo here in theſe ſecond and 
| F third 
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third operations of the ſoul, we have 
this further advantage,that however 
the fimple obje&ts which= are the 


rerms in the matters of judgment. 


may be bodies, yet the as of judg- 
ing.and diſcerning, &reaſoning,they 
are no bodily a(ts,nor come within 
the compaſs of bodily-motions to be 
performed 5 and that even in thoſe 
thingswhich are moſt obvious to the 
outward ſenſes or the inward, the 
underſtanding part is yet carried a- 
way far beyond the bounds and ter- 
ritories of the ſenſes,and raiſes it ſelf 
mto the contemplation of cauſes of 
the things it either ſees or hears, or 
otherwiſe perceives,and framesto it 
felf conſequences and corrolaries, 
fuchas are not ſenſible, but are only 
difcoverable by a diviner light. By 
this diviner faculty it is that ſeizing 
upon any thing whatſoever,fixing it 
ſelf ſteddily upon the contemplati- 
on of it, it paſleth from the moſt 
contemptible of creatures,up to the 

Incom- 
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incomprehenfible creator, it climbs 
up by degrees, and paſſeth through 
the continued chain of cauſes trill it 
comes to that link whichis faſtened 
to the chair of God; it reſts nat in 
things below, but ſoars up ſteddily 
to immenſity and eternity. It is by 
this. faculty, that upon ſight of the 
cauſes of things, it doth foreſee the 
efte&s and -conſequences:and leeing 
the fiets, it makes to it ſelf a con- 
cluſion of what mult, be the cauſes, 
and by frequent .exercile in theſe 
contemplations attains to a kind: of 
maltgry over: the works of nature 

and ;produceth things ſtrange and 
wonderful in operation, it applies 
the active, powers unto the paflive 


(as theSchoolmen fpeak)and ſa imi- 


tates God and nature ingreat and 
marvellous concluſions. 

He obſeryes the properties of a 
deſpicable ſtone, and is carried fo 
far .in+ the contemplation of the 
conſequences of i thofe properties 

7's that 
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that he dares adventure himſelf up- 
on the huge unruly ocean,under the 
condutt and direction of. it, and he 
finds experience to anſwer to his 
contemplation, he gets the maſtery 
of that unrulyboiſterous element:he 
rides ſecurely upon the back of the 
dark waters:he makes a'needle tou- 
ched with a ſtone to ſupply theplace 
of the ſtars of heaven : when the eys 
of heaven are reveiled from him a- 
midſt :he darkwaters& thick clouds 
of the sky;he examins all the cham- 
bers of the Sun, and imitates him in 
compaſliing the world, he gos out to« 
ward the Eaſt,& returns again from 
the Welt 5 returns, and that loaden 
with the treaſures of the world, with 
the bleſſings which AMojes did aſſign 
to Joſeph, Dent: 33: 13. the precious 
things of heaven for the dew, and for 
the deep,that toucheth bemeath,the pre* 
cions fruits brought forth by the Sun, 
and the precions things put forth by the 
Moor, the chief things of the antient 
mountains, 
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mountains, and the precious things of 


the laſting hills, the precious things of 


the earth,&c. he ſettles a correſpon- 
dency betwixt the utmoſt diſtants of 
the world, and opens a traffick be- 
twixt nations oppoſite in place, in 
manners and affe@ions, ſuch as had 
lyen concealed from the knowledg 
ofane another,even almoſt fromthe 
time of theArk that floated upon the 
waters:But what do 1 ſpeak of theſe 
things? be diſplays the banner of 
Chriſt in the regions,of death & hel; 
he ſheds- forth the.glorious light of 
the Goſpel rothe people that fate in 
darkneſs,& in the: ſhadow of death: 
What ſenfibleAnalogyor correſpon- 
dency 1s there betwixr the fituation 
or-motion of a ſtone;and the ſal vati- 
on of mankind? and yet by various 
conſequences he difcovers how - by 
the means of that; this likewiſe may 
beeffeted:he diſcovers ir,and purs it 
in a ſucceſsful and happy execution. 

What is there more contemptible 
then 
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then a ſtone? hardly any thing that is 


.a ſubſtance, and yet it is much lefle 


contemptiblerhen a ſhadow.he ob. 
ſerves aſhadow;and'that carties him 
aloft to a contemplation, anda dil- 
coveryof thatmoſtgloriouscreature 
which comes forth as a'bridegroom 
ont of hiszChamber, and rejoyceth as 
a Gyant to run his courſe: From 
the ſhadow he riſeth to the Sun-:in 
the Firmament;and to a perfe& un- 
derſtanding of his courſe in the Ec- 
liptick, and then brings back again 
his underſtanding to the ſhadow; he 
makes thereby arr inftrumene that 
ſhall defign tothe eye” the (daily 
circuits of its motion : higeyethat 
gave occafjon to his mind to 'difco- 
ver them in-comemplation 5/:'and 
now his mind is impregnated with 
the light of knowledge,and retarns 
with uſury tothe ſenſes that-occafi- 
onal advantage which they afford- 
edit,and givesthem th e pleaſiire of 
the viewing of its praftiſe 3 it gives 
the 
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the eye & hand direftions for draw- 
ingot lines, which by the regular ap- 
plication of a ſtick, or wire, ſtone, 
or any other body,ſhall diſcover nor 
only the diviſions. of the- day, the 
hoursthat are paſt, or to come, bur 
even all the myſteries of the Suns 
motion : how it meaſures out the 
night, and in what quantity it diſ- 
pences out the the day:how near his 
approaches at noon, and how far di. 

ſtant he 1s from us at midnight 3: by 

what:degrees he draws towards us, 

and by equal meaſures he retreats 3 

how he riſeth from his greateſt Sou« 
thern'declination to the Narth, and 
from thence: returns again to his 
chambers in theSouth, having touch: 
ed the boundaries that hecannot,he 
maſt not paſſe 3 and how in this his 
continual progreſs he diſpenſes the 
ſeveral- ſeaſons! of the year,” what 
time he enters into every fign,when 
he begins to rejoycethe hearts of + 
ny-ofthenations byhis —_ 
waAat 


what time he leaves them in' the 
darkneſs : theſe are but ſome few 
and lefle confiderable of thoſe won- 
ders which are performed oye that 
which hath no being. 

To infiſt upon it; how the rexſon 
and wit of man bath found our ſeve- 
ral Arts and Sciences, from princi- 
ples moſt contemptible, how it art- 
ſeth to moſt admirablefpeculations; 
and upon poor beginnings to what 
_ Hives 1t brings 3 how it can-give'the 
height or diſtance to- which it never 
can approach;how by the applicati« 
on of a piece of wood,or other-mat- 
ter to the eye, it can aſſign the di- 
ſtances,and places,and motions;and 
appearances'of the ſtars of heaven, 
and foretel the poſitions and combi» 
nations of the Planets, the Eclipſes 
of the Sun.and Moon to the gene- 
rations to-come *? how it” corrects 
the judgments of the ſenſes,atid'de- 
monſtrates that to be far greater 
then the world, which the eye = 
ents 
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ſents no bigger than a buſhel, na 

ne bigger than the rowel of a Sus : 
to infiſt apon ſuch things-as theſe, 
were to be prodigal, and fuperarro- 
gate in proving the incorporeal na= 
ture of the ſouls of men, and yet all 
theſe are nothing to: thoſe more or- 
dinary things which ir" performs, 
when it afligns and preſcribes to it 
ſelf laws of mutual fignification by 
things which have no-ſimilitude ; 
when it defigns notions to-ſounds; 
and / ſounds:to letters;i:and upon 
hearing the voice Soxl,or ſeeing the 
word Man, we call into o6ur-minds 
the things which T haveſpoken of 
him,things which cannot berperfors 
med by thecollifion of atoms, the 


motions or 'diſpoſitions of parts'or 
uantities; but muſt be the iſfſbes' of 
piritual efſences:ſuch therefore are 

the ſoulsof men,and ſo'they are im- 

mortal, Fl '' 30 997 | 
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| vc ro SEG To HÞ 1 144/) 
4n Application of the former Proppſi- 
+ #j0ps tothe 19regs of :; a—— 
7m general; and 4 proepoſat of the 
third.in order to Ms 6 Ju ; 
T He >third thing 'which I pro- 
4. pounded to ſpeakr'of:-by way of 
preparation ta the entertainmentof 
the principles of our Religion, it was 
the authoriry:of the balyScriptures} 
that which\we have already. demon» 
ſtrated was of a more general de- 
fign;this comes to 'be more particu» 
larzthae was againſt Atheiſm and ir- 
religion;this againſt ſaperſtition,and 
the faife*religibns of the world, the 
will-worſhips of the Heathen $8: the 
Jews,and'of'a party of thaſe that do 
proſe the name of Chrift. Qut of 
what hathrialready been delivered a 
neceliity of | Religion in the general | 5 
will-reſule; for: it 13 the firſt conſe- | 
quence of reaſon from the confide- 
ration of the attributes of God, and 
thecondition and properties - the 
ouls 
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Fartyl the/ouls of wen,” 
' | fouls of men;for having by neceſſary 


force ofargutnent drawh up thevaſt 
mumber-pf mankind t one original 
cauſe,eventoGod-as theirCreatour, 
we cantiorchuſe ifwewil infiſtupon 
that confideration;bat fab upon a ne- 
ceſſity of Religion. For if God have 
created man he miſt Have done tt 
for Com&end & purpoſe ſeeing hes 
an intellipentagentzand fuch agents 
as work with underſtanding, they af 
ways work npon defipri/8&propontd 
ſome goe@&to'rhemſelvesin all ther 


ations, for they cannot be! ſuppoſed 


to work butupon defire;arid the ob- 
je@ of deſire is onlypootnefs;if now 
we employ all our wie &'our inven 
tion: toidifcover-what'poo0d Can ac- 
cruero the'God-head by the Creatt 
on'of man; we can fifa none that's 
imaginable in the way of profit or &f 


-paib :thar which thePſalmiſt hath 


laid downis'a concluſion followmig 
from thelight of reaſon; as well is 
from'the-Tpecial — ih 
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holy Scripture: that our goodneſs ex+ 


tendeth not to God, and it was a-que- | 


ſtion, which mi with good COn»« 

rulty roo keny mp theTemenite, 
Job 22. I. Car a mar be profitable to 
God,as be that is wiſe maybe profitable 
to him(clf ? Is it any pleaſure to the 
Almighty that thou art righteauseor is 
it eny gain to him thatthou makeſs thy 
way perfe# ?.And thematter of gain 
being excluded from theiend ofGod 
in our creation, if-werun over all 
the obje&ts.of pleaſure, which come 
within the! ſpheres of | the fouls of 
men, we. ſhall find no-pretence of 
reaſon for-anything of ours to pleaſe 
the Almighty, and ſo'te be aſfigned 
as an intelligible cauſe of our creatt- 
on, ſave only the delight which the 
God-head- might take in the com- 
munication of his goodneſs, in the 
explication or | unfolding of thoſe 
glories,which lay enwrapped within 
It ſelf, in having ſomethiog (if I may 
ſoſpeak)without, and befdes it ſelf, 


at which 
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which might be apprehenſive of the 
excellencies'of it, might be ſubje& 
and conformed to it,and might per» 
form towards ir the atsof glorifica- 
tion and praife. 

So then the glorifying of God is 
all the end that can be found out 
why God ſhould ever have created 
us:and the next thought to this con- 
cluſjion of our reaſon muſt be of the 
waies and means, whereby he may 
be glorified by us : and there again 
when we ſhall have run over all the 
waies imaginable,we can faſten up- 
on none other than the admiration 
of his excellency, the adoration of 
his Majeſty,the obedience to his wil. 
And theſe are the a&s and perfor- 
maucesof Religion,ſo that the con- 
fideration of the God-head and his 
Attributes,do naturally caſt us upon 
a neceſſity of Religion. 

Now as the conſideration of the 
God-head doth naturally enforce 
a Neceſlity of Religion, fo doth 
likewife 
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The Immortality of Part It. 
likewiſe the confideration of thelm- 
mortality of the ſoils of men: [far if 
we ſhall but conſider, that our ſouls 
ſhal never fail of their exaſtence,but 
continue in being to all Eternity, we 
can hardlyavoid the thoughts of the 
ſhoreneſs.;of ; our duration in this 
world,or the compariſon'of the time 
of ourduratian here,with.chat other 
continuance which dath- abide for 
us hereafter;and if we will have thz 
patience in our thoughes'toinlilt up- 
on: the proportiouof' ai few years 
uato an unlimited,aod unmeaſura- 
ble Eternity, ' we ſball ugavaidably 
fa)l-upoa "this judgment, that our 
condition bene is noway comparable 
to that which ſball be:that momen- 
tany pleaſate bears no ;proportion 
tocternal happineſs or eternal miſc- 
xy. ; that theſe light affliFiows which 
are but for # moment, are not to be 
compared eitber to the joys or wiſeries 
which are te be expeFed, and conſer 
quently that our care for this life 

| ought 
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ought not, nor cannot in common 
prudence <qual our care for Eterni- 
ty, So then, whatſoever befals us 
here we ſhal concludeit requiſite to 
provide that we be not miſerable 
hereafter,and conſequently,that we 
make our ſelves a friend ofhimthat 
hath the iſſues of death in hispower, 
and moderates and diſpenſes the 
rewards of Eternity: but thereis no 
way to have him propitious to us, 
but by obedience, no reaſon to ex- 
pect that he ſhould ſatisfie our long- 
ing,or fulfhl-our will to all Eternity, 
unlefs wefulfil.his will for our time 
of trial in this life, andthat-isby the 
exercife of Religion only attainable. 
So that the conſtderation of theSouls 
Immortality:will likewiſe enforce us 
to necefiity of Religion. 

Thus far the common principles 
of natural reaſon will force us,even 
the firſt and moſt commonprinciples 
of intelligence, ſuch as are grounds 
of clear,evident, & perfet demon” 

{ſtrationz 


ak 


- ftration;” {> that it muſt be the Faol 


alone.as the Pſalmiſt peaks, which 
can be -an Arheiſt, ſo that they are 
without excuſewhoever glorifiehim 


not as God : thus far thoſe poor | 


remains of light,whichyet are left to 
the corrupted off-ſpring of our de- 
generate Parent,wil ſerve to lead us 
(to the 'general necefſfity of Religi- 
on:.)but here indeed-it leaves us de- 
ſtitute of the certain waies of plea- 
fingGod:and conſequently deſtitute 
of clear and ſolidgrounds of hope of 
attaining to eternal happineſs. And 
here it is that the Scoffers and irreli- 
gious men take occaſion to reaſon 
themſelves & others todeſtruttion : 


ſeeing that nature hath here deſert- 


ed us,and left us no infallible Rules 
of particular waies of devotion,they 
contend that there are none ſuch, 
andconſequently that our Religion 
3s vain, and uncertain, uncertain in 
the iſſue, becauſe uncertain in the 


grounds and principles. And here | 


now 
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now againſt them we pretend, that - 
—_—_ our _—_ ION a 
ed-ug, the mexcy of, God hat 

pleated to ſupply us, that God hath 
not left ys without a certain rule 
and Canon'of Religion,not without 
a light ſhining to us in this dark 
place, particularly that he hath gi- 
ven to us. his holy Word to. be a 
Light to our feer,and a Lanthorh to 
our paths, and that the book of the 
—Y Scriptures are that Word of 
God. | 
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PARTI: 


Konperning the truth andAuthority 
. _ of ourScripture, 
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SECT, 1. 
Petitions and Cantions premiſed to the 
queſtion. 


Ou will do me the favour 

to confider,that our preſent 

| controverſie is againſt thoſe 
that deny the Authority of the holy 
Scriptures, ſo that we cannot have 
the advantage of thoſe Arguments 
which in every other controverſic 
of Religion are the moſt valid: I 
mean Arguments drawn from the 
Authority of the Scriptures them» 


ſelves, which is the beſt, if not the | 
only authentick rule of deciſion of ' 


ſuch 
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Fuchdifferencevasds aviſe 32fich as 
4: ; ma 2 the Cllarch of 
God; OA S$oagree a apr ON = 
of tHatfaich,/) which hs detivered in 
theſe holv Boks, this 1 Do they 

'UpEN it/theſe genera 1gres 
hy 


ever withiwond: | 
Yſtance they vary iv thety fudg- 
Ieu- 
nof 


inehts'whether 6r no ſo 
Jars'be of the _recomiiich 
the'S-riptat@ Tex then this common 
ipte'ofQhtiians at the alet- 
retule .mentefithoſe 


25re wRHin: Hoop a5 "Gov — 
ate” Witffage-4} Church, t 
nome on 


The Truth and 
reading: and hearing of them, - it 
—_— eto prove al ndalto them 
tzand to ſuch as are weakang 
wavering within,it were tacitely to 
ID we have no way to.gain 
the queſtion, unleſs out of ph 4 
the has be pleaſed to yeild it 
tous, to. reſolve the motives of 
Catbolick Faith into-private i pul: 
ſes and particular gm" :the 
vpn arguments of very — 
dita pmarie dueto our moe 
as Jac 


ONs as are incon 


feſling we hold = pie 
revelation, and conſequent 


our underſtandings taken y p76 
holy Ghoſt at ſuch time as ki 
arc guilty of enormous ſins.) A Fancy 
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Part HI, Authority of Scripture, 
that is the mother of diverſeprodi- 


gies lately.' broken into the Church, 
asthat God ſecs no fin in believers, 
that Murther, Adultery, Inceſt,Sacri> 
ledge, (any thing )may be commir= 
ted; and that theſe are no fins in 
believers, for thus they argne, that 
they which have the holy Spirit 
are free from fin, ſuch as'do belive 
the Goſpel they have the holy Spi- 
rit, becauſe there is no other morive 


ſufficient beſides a privateillumina- 


tion, ſo then they cannot be gwil 
of fin, but yet they may, and DA 


' commit ſach things as thofe we 


mentioned 3 wherefore rhoſe are 
nofins. Thus doth Satan transform 
himſelf into an Angel of light, and 
as his Tragedies in the likeneſſe 
of the holy Spirit : Nay we ſay,and 
do believe that the Divels alſo be- 
leve and tremble, that the Kingdom 
of heaven is like a net which drew 
toſhore fiſh of all forts, fome to be 
put into veſlels, and others'to be 

| thrown 
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thrown.away- We-ſay,and' ds ac6; 


knowl: to- the. ,glary of God, 
that the. jntergal gh: of che holy 
Seriptures. $ ſutficient to-make the 
man of God:perfett to ſalvation,and 
that in ſome it is the megus of gene» 
ratrog uh ja men, but that;tho: 
Ka thote believerswho havethe: 
happigegito be trained up fromtheiz. 


5: wa M90 part of. the Chriſtian 
bard, obſerving the eltecs. 


kr MherChu rch is had of thoſe 
holy Books, they do betirhes upon: 
the reputation of 'their Church;re-. 
ceivethem with a kind of venexatiy 
ON, that upon thismotive they re- 
ceive the fauh 5 and: that others do 
upon . ather inducements entertain 
1t3 and once for all we ſay, that be» 
fides the ſecret-b free illuminations 
of the holy Spirit,theſe want not ar- 
gumentsto enforce the reaſon of un- 
byaſſed men to entettain the Sceip- 


ture as theWord of God, and thatall | 
ſuch as without the :engagement of 


pervente 
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Pazt II: Authority of Seripture, 
rote ronert ſhall admit thoſe 
| ps. in- their apprehenfions 

y be of that belief; 
"Rebate | betake my ſelf to the 
proof ofthis aſſertion, [ muſt pre- 
miſe,that by the books of the hol holy 
Seripture, I mean ſuch books of the 
old and new Teſtament as in the 
Chureh. of Ereland have been ac- 
countedCanonical,and that I intend 
not here to take up the controverſie 
which is eo bag the Church of 
Rome,and us, concerning the Books 
whiely are Apocryphal, the drift of 
my diſcourſe being againſt thoſe 
wo x believe too littte,and not thoſe 
who believe too much. 
Secondly,F muſt premiſe,that we 
are hot here to expet the neceſiity 
of demonſtrations, but muſt con- 
tent ourſelves with ſuch arguments 
as the nature of our ſabjett m wHll ad- 


\ mit there can be no true and 


; || feſt demodtſtration unleſeriopros 


pert to be demonſtrared do vatu- 
rally 


_ 
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| rally flow from the ſubje&of the: 
demonſtration. In matters then des 
pending upon the free eletion.of 
cauſes, there cannot poflibly be any 
perfe& demonſtration, and ſuch is 
the giving ofa rule of life in reſpe&t 
of God, ſo that there cannot'be a 
perfe&t demonſtration of it. $6 then 
we mult content our ſelves with ar- 
guments falling ſhort of the neceſfi-- 
ty of demonſtration, bur ſiich'as no 
man {ball be able to deny, without 
denying ſome ſuch principles as all 
men do acknowledge to be true; 


SECT. IT. 


The Afſſertion reſolved into two Pro- 
' poſotrons, the former undertaken, 
that whoſoever believes the Hiſto. 
rical part of the Scripture muſt be> 
lieve the Do@rinal. ” | © | 


xT"O believe that theſe Pooks of 
. S Scripture are theWord of won, 
PRETt # there 


| PartIll- Authority of Scripture, 
there are very great and important 
reaſons. ho 
2. Todisbelieycit; there are no 
reaſons, or not any ſufficient rea- 
ſons. ; - 
Andfirſt of all,toprove that tho 
books of Scriptures are the Word of 
God, iris fofficient if we prove the 
truth of them, becauſe themſelves 
pretend tobe of divine inſpiration. 
AllSeripture is of divine inſpiration, 
the tenour of the Old Taſtament 
runs generally thus, The Lord ſpake 
unto Moſer, or other of the Prophety, 
ſuch as were thePenmen of tho holy 
Scripture : Indeed the'general pre- 
tence of thoſe that wrote both Ta- 
ſtaments, is,that holy men did ſpeak 
and write, as they were inſpired by 
the holy Ghoſt, (> then, if this pre- 
tence of them be true, it muſt be 
true, that it proceeded from the H. 
Ghoſt, and' conſequently ro prove 
the truth of 'it will be ſufficient to 
' conclude that it is the word of God. 
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Now as concerning the truth of 
thoſe writings we have 1. hy. aye 
Arguments, . or as great, as'for t 
truth of any writings in the world, | 
Nay 2. we have arguments (moral 
Arguments) to evince the erath- of 
them, ſuch as no other writings can 
pretend to. That we may fhoxten 
what we have to perform, you may 
confider,that the things delivered to 
us in the holy Scriptures ace either 
matters of Hiſtory,or Dotrine; and 
that theſearefrequently interwoven 
in the Scripture, ſo as when'S. Mat- 
thew doth in an hiſtorical narration 
brog lo ur Saviour preaching. in 
_q ount, and delivering there 42 
mary af his dofirivey Soaketit 
will appear,thatif the hiſtorical part 
of_the. Scripture be yndoubtedly 
true, there cannot rationally be any 
doubt made Leh r ;aniaeings eaves 
ana, PrecentSWAICH there are denve. | 
As for the doctrine of any party | 
whatſoever concerning, God there. is 
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| , that there was foch a max us Wofes, 


not iniaginable- any a; e-{o 
ready: to evitce-the truth: of-it, as 
God himſelf, freely arteſtivig-to the 
deliverers of it: and 
wonders, by.great and ble 
miratles, ſuch as aro inſtances of the 
tmimediate handiof God; ſuch as'by 
Shilful & knowing men are acknowe 
ledged ro beno-way $4 gory ore 
the ipraftigatory | art 
orby the powerof ime comer 
_— > by. Jer all "aklng the 
to- us e 
courfc ofGods bri 
oftfrectout of Egypt ta \iowh land; 
ahd thoſe afterwards wrboght by 
the | Prophets. -And/ſuch:;were the 


| wotks of our  blefied Szviour all a- 


lobg/ the courſe of his Miniſtry be- 
fore his paſſion, and fuch ang more 
admirable was his refurreGiou and 
iſcenſion. Whoſoever doth believe, 
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God alaw,whichwasto be delivered 
to #ip ' he-thayhithertowery 
well doybt, whether or no he he was 
not: deceived, in imagining that be- 
had received ſuch'alaw.But if with+ 
al he ſball-be afſured or ſtedfaſtly 
believe,that thisman4s/er,tomake 
good his. pretencesto Gods revela- 
tions,could obtain ſo much of God, 
(as to the eyes and ſenſes of milli- 
ons of gainſayers' and/ oppoſers'of 
what he did deliver) to ſhew great 
and palbable miracles : whoſoeyer 
doth belteve that he did turn a rod 
into a ſerpent, and that back again 
ito a rod; that by ſtretching forth 


that rod uponthe river Ni}z: he tur. 


ned their waters intoblood, & flew | 
theirfiſh:howafterwards he brought 
frogs upon all the land of Egypt;even 
mto their Kings chambers howhe 
brought flies, and Caterpillars; and. 


lice,and thunder,and lightning; and } 


mighty hail-ſtones;how he broughr 
botches.and murrain'amongſt __ 
and 
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\Part IT. Authority of Seripture, $5 © 
ligion,aCovenant of life etern 
of the ceremonies nr 
for rmertaw, and thoſe other things 
which he profeſſed;there is no necel- 
firy thavhe ſhould believe, thatei- 
ther he wasthe Son of God), or that 
his dotrine was infallible. But ifro- _ 
gether wirh cheſe profeſſions he ſhal 
take into belief thoſe things which 
Jeſus did, though- for his own fake 
he ſee no reaſon to believe him; yet 
atleaſt he will believe for the works 
ſake, if he ſhall believe that God 
himſelf did atteſt tonbeſe _ 
ons,hewildikewiſebetievet 
fefſionsgf his to have been rn, wr 
Gods atteſtation he wit believe ifhe 
_—_ believe _ a EY before his 
inth a company $ appeared 

to Shepherds, and'toldthemof {i its 
that preſently afterit a 
ed to wiſe men in 'the Find 
conduQed them to theplace of his 
Nativity? that in his life time he did 
ſuch works as never man did : _— 

ec 
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he turned water intowin&comman” 
- ded the winds and the fea : how he 
cuted all manner of diſeaſeswith his 
Word, how he gave fight to ſuch as 
were born blind, which was never 
known ſince theworld beganzhowhe 
cured moſt obſtinate diſcaſes of long 
continuance meerly by the tonching 
of bis garment: how he caſt out de- 
vils from ſuch as were poſſd{led:how 
he raiſed up the dead to life, and e- 
very. way demonſtrated the:power 
and preſence:of the God-headz how 
ati the timewof- his crucifixion the 
frame of natureſcemed to be dillol- 
ved 3 how the vail of the Temple 
rent, and the graves opened, 8& ma* 
ny bodies of the dead, which flept,a- 
zoſe & came into the holy city, and 
appeared to{many3 how there was 
| er all the earth;the Sun 
_ &/the-time of the Jewiſh 
pallcover, 


;when the Moon'was at 
thetfult; and/ laſtly how after three 
dajeshe aroſe again,appeared ſeve-, 


rat 


: F PE . _ : 
1 et RR” y 4 4.502 as! " U a # 's A », —_— 
4 l At. : , jj F L _ ns 
New too, , 4 i » 
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rall times to his A OED them 


power to . ptrfotm | the miracles 
whina e: had hs and viftbly alſ- 
ed ap into heaven: Whoſoever 
=Y believe theſe matters of fat, 
mlb of necollity believe.:the do- 
Grines which he delivered; unleſs he 
wittaccuſe Gad of bearing falſe wit« 
neſs,or own ſomeſuchotherdeteſta- 
ble;and oflious incongruity: : 

You ſee then, how the matters-of 
fad being) cleared, and the hiſtorical 
natrations'being;afferted to be true, 
the dodftrinal- parts will follow - of 
their own accord:and that if we -_ 
eleat-ſuch things:to have been pc 
formed by Moſes,and Feſws of —_ 
rath;, and that -ſuch doQrines were 
delivered by:thein 5 it follows, that 
thol-dodihct are true, and arethe 
Ward: of  Gad: - 


” , i ? 
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The kinds end degrees of the danfes of 
Hiſtorical #a#09.76 genergh. | 


} remains therefoes, thatwe make 
it appear,that the ſacred Hiftories 
aretrug,and: that no man, protomd- 
10g; to; reaſon, can. .julily refuſe to 
admit that.principle into his beliefs 
. there: 109.0: SULE 


(her fame nobel 
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\ lieve thoſe: Hiſtories, that 
II are Nt 5." 


2. More ' reaſon to believe 
. them than any other. 
Firſt then, Whoſoever doth deli- 
berate with himſelf, about that que- 
Go py wa pans. by 
credit to any Hiſtory! pro d, 
can roſfibly find no es 
rations to ſway his judgment, than 
(ach, as citherare taken from the 
thing it ſelf.thatis delivered,or _ 
tne 


Mn Mx nh mane w.syo. og mo” owt w & = & G9 oo wow .,. 
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: 


the;perſots 'wineli have ddiveret 
che rglation, and from ſuch qualig« 

| them as upon the grounds 
of/realon' he can hifcoyer, If the 
mditer itſelf doiavotve a clear.gand 
evident contradiction to ſome natus 
rat principle; it is'not the aevgra- 
tior:of:all the men of the world 
that:;can wotk a belief in the nader: 
ſtanding : it not beitigin the power 
of nian to entertain abelicfcaitzary 
to his kiio 7, although it Jwhe 
produce in hint a doubrting,wkicgher 


| 9rmo-fichave not ſuffered any fal- 


lacy to be impoled-cipon him) and 
ſobe:mayi he wrought to run over 
the:marrer” agaitt uoto himdcdf, and 


follow ir with (tri anil wary arteo« 


" 


backwards and forwards iri re 
ferenes to his principles. | 1 1 
Batiif rhe rhmp 


it {elf be not it« 
credible however difficultorſtrangd 
i be; char which then he dock-con- 
fider iv, the qualitiesof rhe #elators; 
+Hdthe manner of the relation; and 


H 2 there 


{ols! 


_ The Th and + Pare IE. | 
thereis not any improbability;pro. 


ceeding from the fiffculty' -Or = 
rarity of the accidents, which ma 
not be outweighed bythe: 92 
diſpoſition and properticsof hehe» 
lators: 

Thoſe things which men do: CON 
Gderi in the Relators of things,in-or- 
der-to yeelding their beck? they 
refey either ta | 


Underſtanding 
__ - OF , -ofcheRelarors 
Will > 
and cocern either oe or. 
| Integrity. 
dies rn 14 er whether or 
nothe things be ſuch as may; be cer» 


tainly and evidently known, and 
=. theſe tics had ſufficient 


means to come to the certain know- | 


ledge :of them,.;and - whether they 
contain.themſelyesin theirrelations 
withinithe bounds of things liable to. 


cercain knowledge:Thus then thioſe | ; 


thivgs 


| 


þ 


| tionih 
ledg' whether himſelf werean eye 


| 


Raye td, Anthorivy.of Scripture. 
thingswhichmay be certainlyknown 
theyare:the outward events ofthings 
whereas: the ſecret: cauſes: may:hie 
congealed:the former. are ſuch atare 
the: objets of common ſenfe.,'and 
come within the cognizance-of alt: 
the latter are ſuch as are indiſcove- 
rable by, any man;they being often« 
times made up of a; complexion of 
aFions,and diſpofitions of mulri< 
tudps,of men, or things perfetly to 
core ns þ of him that ſces all 
thipgs im /peculowttrnitative. 
If the Hiſtory (or Relation) con- 


tain it ſelf withinthe bounds of Evi- 


denceand certainty,;the nextthing 
td berconfidered is, whether or no 
th #4 that is Author of the Rela» 
ſufficient -means of knows 


or ga) Witneſs of the thing,which he 
relates 5. or whether the things were 
ſopyblickly ated and known, that 


| he might certainly,and particularly 


inforta bimſelf,without apy _—_ 


IOT 


1 The afWand. Mrtk. 
- -Hfthe party beof known'abilevy, 
both it himſelf; and itt referervert 


eliechings,tho next queſtjonwilt be \ 


of his Integrity, #nd/wherhor rheve 
be ſufficient reufors to believe? that 
be would not-yoluntarily deliver 'a 
falſhovd, in Read of trath;,240d be- 
cauſc it33 nor-/rewſon to believethar 
men wilt lye, -un{eſſe they eittiorbe 
known to be corrupt, or famuvend 
be viſible of gainto thettyfedetheiy: 
lying;.! Men uſt 'to conſiter theſe 
things likewiſe :before they -fittle 
apon belief! 10) 7 01H od Hl 
-i /Pheſe are rheproutds;4hd towfi- 
gderdrivns, abd- ftiwvard” diſtonrtes 
whereupon mie do proceeeÞto/the 
retefving ofhiſtoribal belie$ wvawof 
any relations whatſoever 3 und/a0- 
oordingly as 'all of theſo oondicions 
be dear or obſcure, doubrfut ovvers 
rainſach is thbſtrength of ciendBes. 
liefz -if al of then eoncoy;theexe? | 
mans no reafors at'all of dogs 
if ſome of chem fail, ang + 


_— 
Ir 


+ GonigndGa cou y 


| Parſe Anthotioy of deviptere. 


low 'a\. —_— atiſyerable-m7the 
beliof!; fering that the belicfof che 
cotidiufivh car: gever exceed: | the 
forcemd/evidence of the p 

1 Thar chere is, or lacely hath been 
ſacks Gity as:R9:2e, of 
or Part, there Are! whe —_— 


——_ ;$1e- 
of the eyes; Fw E reporters 
havdbomk there toffee them antibe- 
cauſeno! ead or reafon cair be ima» 
why.ot how men ſhould cod. 
oY erm Noo $6 ery 
hn there & been formerly 
fadk Cities as Corfrnd, and Piligps, 
and Lacedemon,8&c.we make even as 
lircto dovube as of the former, bevduſe 
cho 'thiwys in char nagire arvevi- 


1 . 


&anely +6 be known Be they hage 2H 


ofthethbeen mieatianeld in theBooks 
ef Polybad gr Ptararch,or a tnakitude 
of Hiſtbrikbs thar knew choas- Atty 


That 


r03 


: 104 


>t6\9 naar _— 


[f Thar _ —_— ry of C4ſars wet | 
inſt the: Givles! is-true, though 
ere by him{ce)& itis believethber 
cauſe:of bis abulkieto I 
cauſtit makesjotthings/a 
be ſtrained in his: behalf, bevauſeit 
mifzht have been contradiQed.if it 
had been otherwiſe; aud btcauſehb 
is:delivercd to-us :the complenion 
of Hiſtories;as a.man of honobrythas 
would not- write a lye. : 12 v2 ic 
ua the Biftories of Sa/dft are 
rus. its believed;becauſe he-wtote 
obobbie: done wuyhin the, © 
fhiticic bool he. might well 
infotm himſelf, he was © tings -of 
knowledge, abd eonld not gartyby 
any. thing, that he- hath deliyezed ab 
it were yntrue-., vA | 
\;That all of theſe, Hiſtoties \were 
ics by thoſe that bear the;tame 
of 2berh, 1s--hardly avyiman 
thardoubts, becauſe rheregs node, 
ptababilicy.i reaſan:they havebeen 
conſtanly ſorcariyed a inthewerld, 


and 


— 


| 


-— 
- 
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Fatal Aitbority off Seripture. 
and: meritioned- ſucceſſively 
thors following :ohe:amnot r from 
qbeir ſeveral (generations dawn to 
arg. mom tes ©3497 
h Weſcothibvarionsdegreesof as 
Kfications: {ſwmer ofrthem:): _ 
which we-bunld-an! hiftorjcal belief, 
that:this belief :comes/ſbotrrof” the 
clearneſsofi-oiir; afferrrbinlarhes 
matical .demonſtratioti:9s/evident-3 
becayſetherdis an:ahfolbrewmpol: 
ſibility: tharghings{houldbe:other> 
wiſe,!(thero.being)taxpteradicion 
pon nag "_ and is 
je@o1Yput heretis oampelibility 
tnt-only:idnbextoredibgs "diſholey 
which! rhakcltup (not inddedsx Mas 
thematical, but) a:mdoralompoſitbis 
lity itis poſbble that all men may 
combine together to ſay, that they 
have feen ſuch things as they have 
not ſeen, becauſe everyman isa lyar: 
but how they ſhouid come to doit 
or to what end, is ſo inviſible an 


\ Me@nctivable, that the matter, ta- | 


ken 


'Au- 


= 
” LN, - 
r 
Y c 
. 
a 
. 


—\ 


as delivered down from antient 
times,may have been of lite deviſtd 
by ſome: njen 40 abuſe the world, 
and ptit. upon other names :- bur'to 
what end atty man-ſhotld take che 
pains, and how they ſhould fit chetn 
A depend iipon 
conſtant: ſitoeffi 


A IINEENE 
pelicet edonote bien to want 
the uſtob freafon,thatfhbuld rejtct 
the tghtofall antiquity,!:- madly 
yore mg Hearn ic itorn 27 boot 
I7 rt 1607, v4 'y 6 *$024)j 145 $19s 
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plication Hhuſs- er 
go and oh tory _ hs 
yu Pr # proof df }his A 
Wo rhe - oy 41'reaſon vo 
«.dulevedile ut tran 
- Pen anthers in the world 
Ti S139 13591 & 4 EI If 311977 
Gps rifle thetly" anid/16 lefld 
rejeRt the Hiſtoriesof 
—_ feet oleſfe _ 
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The Trath ard. _ Part JW; | 
four Goſpels were written by the 
four Evangelis,and the Ads of the 
Apoſtles wers written: by Saint 
Luke, &c. | 

+. Now thattheſe Books were writ- 
ten by theſe men, it is: impoſlible;af- 
firmatively to.demonſtrates. all that 
can be (aid. is, ht thereirasgreat 
eyidenceotigasof any otherwriting 

inthe world;that day whatſooyerar 
gument it'can be made appear, that 
any: Bogks. have: been written 
thoſe: whoars:reputed far their As 
thors igantiguity,. (thatzhe:wpris 
nr RTy wm Ot Is;or Tuly 


1p, are he ſame is. may, bi 
made © hat Fs of have: Pr 
de Pm. Gat A 

+ Have they been = weledelive 


xed 3 ſo;have theſe: havethey been 


continually mentioned under;thoſe_ 
nameN(o have theſe: have they beep 


nov by all partiesfo have 
eſe: thoſe,that inthe praytive 
' . di oppoſe. the ZI 


nit 


on rae ey 


Ehbriſt, yerdid it not under the pre- 
rence thartheirBookswers'f =_ rious, 
neitherJewsnor Pagans had theims! 
rp; rx tomaketharobjetion; yr 
lian the '/Apoſtate doth freely 
know! grill 10.)that theBooks 
which AY Chriſtians were recei-' 
yed under:the-namesof Peter, Paxl;: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke S$:cthey were' 
the writingsof thoſe Authors, 
\ It is 4Yne; that: there: are ſome 
Books reetived of ' the Canon of the 
New Teſtament,whoſe Authorsare 
unknownz'asthe Epifilezothe He* 
brews,and foine others but concer 
_ themy {hope to {peak in'an- 
ing tholcobjeftions which are 
_—_ agaihſt the Scriprure-” In the 
mican /timewe may juſtly afſume tt 
for gratited; that thoſewhereof no 
jon/hath:been madein'ancient 
times, are the writings of thoſe to' 
whom they are aſcribed. _ 
:/And-now: this being ſuppoſed; 
which cannot with any pretence of 
reaſon 


xeaſon be denicd,-it follows clearly 
that the things they haverelated ave 
tobe believed-:: for fieſt; tlic things 
which « hovedelivereds 
oY = ly: 0 be: known 5 _—_ 
ſpecs ft thernlejves, t 
Were mAtters: or faft and ſpetches 
performed. by our Saviour, or by 
themſelves ; Sccondly;the atts were 
ated publickly in the: face of tlie 
wesld, —— ſpeeches which they 
deliver 2s ——v by others, they 
for the molt pare fpoken _ 


pemtunitjes 10 

on ws the. cruth of 
ere things done exher 

"ay; a. gt Rae 
ight 


bay adnmnocfs9@9 . . 4a <5 


fight, :08: hesring ! f greateſt 
pantzor at.lcafiwnſc inthe times and 
places whae the reporters lived, ' 
' Adott hewand Jobn, therwa Evan- 
geliſts 'which; wrare the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt, they: ' were ewo of his Diſci- 
pies:: two-that were intim ace 
queinted with his «foes, and his 
words,mare familiar wkb him than 
thereft;tha one was the diſciple thae 
Jejna loved, and uſed to-lean on his 
boſome, as thay lay at' meat; the 
ather 'was uſually taken with him, 
| | hindjzandhenceit follows, thatthe 
kr progs-wdery Sanrwagates _ 
Afark and Luke » the two 
Evangelift ths, (7. me in the ſame 
territories, at the ſame time, where; 
and when our bleſſed Saviour be» 
frowedhis converſation; and more. 
over S. Mark was (as'tis very proba- 
ble) rſt a Diſciple of $. Pa, who 
was ' 


Th "ye wth. ret] 
was re ge choſe: to delifet 
the dofrine 'of Chriſt > 2Afterwaxds 
he was 'tndoubtedl yi a diſciple arid 
companioh'of S. Pte;'who' wagan 
Apoſtle'of our Saviour, did/live fa+ 
miliarly together with him,was ptes 
ſent at almoſt all things which 22ark 
hath written: and Beſides, whatever 
is delivered by ©S. Marky is tobe 
found in the writingsoftheApoſtles. 
Lukewas-an' individual companioh 
of Paul,undſo hemightlearn of fiim 
ſuch things as he dehvered ;-befides 
that he {aith, that'he-ſpoke with 
thoſe that were-eye witneſſes of the | 
things which he delivered, | he was | , 
born nearhand,he travelled through | 
Paleſtina,might converſe-with thaſe 
very men, *upon whom Jeſushad 
wrought this- miracles, ſuch as bad - 


. 


Book. comains fome' things done by'Þ 


the 


0 © KFQpeFrning the aQions of Por! 


1$.mir onyerſiqn: 
fo! laps GA HAY 


elf fre rom. the es themſelves 


or @the $:of the Jatter he could. .not 


ulehe was contigu< 
ally nh herpy all his labours, and 


Jurneys, even. from the time of 
bo. 7 ghz dypri ſonment 


; $43 {4.7 
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NON rhe trwls abit Blame. 
Gb; \'the Adthrs "of thetn Be lot 
certamly know) in'the Chiirch, yet 


this '\much is rf, the. 


to the Hebrews faith, that the'Goſ- 
pel of Jefus was preached ar firſt 'by 
Ctirift, and confirmed unto im 
(Us)by them that heard: 5 V- 
3.arid fo that he could not 
rant'df that 3.nor* et was iy ble 
_— AutHfor the RevJgatioiis 
1d be ignorant, whether or no 
1d thoſe vi ffongwhich' be hath 
tebay rt 
Wh 4s are _ vn cet 
amentadd it t 
the' Mithors _ had 4 


r6beihad : whe ethe bufiieſs? is 
clearinreſps&of Dor Su | 
"and all the 
whi rwains,'it muſt bein Tega 
of their Integr —_ 

- *Whoſoever 4 FAS St 
ofis the Integrity of anHiſtoriar;and| | 


upon 


PRE TS 4debardeyinf Svipture. = 


uponthar_ cauſe refuſerh to-receive 
his Teſtimony, it'is requiſite that he 
produde the reaſons-of his ſulpition, 
that he charge the;Authors of cor- 
ruption,and provethecharge which 
he'harh objected 3;-or that he ditco- 
verand manifeſt the ends.which he 
might propound ro: himſelf; as the 
reward of his impoſture 3 thathe 
ſbewthe gain thar might accrue,or 
the loſſe, or-perilz or:ignominythar 
he might avoid ;, and manifeſt thar 
his accuſation hath not proceeded 
from malice, burifrom judgment, 
from ſome grounds of reaſon, and 
nocfrom perverſenefle,or ſpight,or 
anyinifam | aniiytiete thenir3$that 
wechallengemenor Devils to-pro- 


duce t iy crimes,to detect and prove 
the'vi es-of theſe « Hylrrrkl p 3 nay 
to” 5 the:ends which 

might Have in relating Coed 
th gain;the' pleaſure;the glory, lie 


ſifety,or whatſoever it 1s that pre» 


vails upot the appetites and _— 
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The Truth and. Part I 
of men : and let their infidelity;and 
jealouſic out-do the malico of ithe 
grand Apoſtatc« | Indeed. I think. it 
ſcorn to ſtand upon this argument, 
(it was the contemplation of theſe 
things chiefly that gained from. me 
that ſecond aflertion, That there is 
greater 'reaſon to: believe the Scripe 
rurethan any other writings in the 
world) the firſt Propoſition being 
already demonſtrated, That we have 
as great. LEE; 
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That there ir mweb greater reaſunto 
believe the Hiſtory of the Nem Teſba+ 
avert thar any other Hiſtory, &-. 
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: 
of fait which they have delivered:It 
follows now that we make good 
that, which in the ſecond place we 


propoundedconcerning them, which 


was, That we have greater reaſon 'to 
believe them, then to: believe any 


- Hiſtories whatſoever, and this now 


will be manifeſted to us by theſe 
Arguments following. 
_ 8. Greater obligation. 
2- Their ſufferings: 
- 3. Their Miracles, 
\4+ Their. prediQtions» 


-. 


- Firſtthen, They were more powers 


fully obliged to the delivery .of the 


truth than others, not- that others 
'Were not obliged likewiſe todeliyer 


nothing but the truth: theres in the 
conſcience of: every ſoul fetled a 


principle dictating-unto him,that he 


ovphe 


\ The Trathand Partifi. 
cacktwot to:recede fromthe:truth 
'misrelarion: bur yet this ptiriciple 
is inthe moſt of men, muchoverclou- 
ded-and 'overborn'3 as1$s manifeſt, 
not only by the fabulous relations of 
antientHiſtories,cven after rheidſti- 
rution'of theOlympiads;butbyrhat 
inclinarion which we find,almoſt in 
all men, ro make- their retations 
handtomesin ordet whereunto even 
the gravelt of them, Joſephus, Livy, 
and rhe reſt of thoſe orders of Hiſto* 
rians, have often changed the: form 
of Circumſtances,8& varied fra 5 ow 
truth;to make a coherence of: Ings 
according to their fancy, Juch as 
might-pleaſe their own Imaginatios. 

he truth is; that DE bek efd in 
theHeathen, ſofar as they were held 
within the boundhries: of rruth,itcean 
be conceived to be'ho other than a 
certain magnanimity, and a moral 
generofity, that was aQtuated and 
quickned in themby the conceitofa 


reputation,thereby ey Ro 


Page, Autherig af Serpae, 
6 of their own generation, 
on hopes .of perpetn He ing 


f n fame,. together with the 

they recorded, and; conſe» 
cratingthem to eternity andii Immgre 
cre donor ſay,that this was all 


the motive which they hadgbut that 
upon.the conſideration of them, | in 
the whole complexion of their cir- 
cumſtances, I cannot find out any 
more powerful motive, nor, any 
ran r obligarior!, 

des all that theſe.men bad 
ta nm them the writers of the N. 


| aa hs had ]. kewiſe other mo- 
TLYCS,AS £4 


I theſe,as the hea- 
yen, is; beyond. the {arthe either in 
dignity. , Or ſituation : A moſt ſevere 
ion of their Maſter, ſuch as 
alelvs Rays ele: FO ſych 


I pre- 
4 Sg and 
cf gps 
upon a | ar ſurer 
| *foun- 


a truch ons 
that preſcribed under far gf 
Sians and ſct]ed u! 
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foundation, upon thefounds bly "4 


truth; jc (elf, the original'3 
Ideal truth. of rhe'wo d3 a 
pounded to then under' fa 
penplejet + they Knew full Wall,” 
raught to orhers, that of e lot 

yord, which men ſhall ſpea Ln 
count 'muſt be given » x7 

judgment:how dreadful an * kt 
then mult they have expetedifthey 
ſhould have f elivered falſhood'in 
the place of truth, if then y fliould 
have.told a lye for God, 2h W or 
God,or delivered impo ſures it 


name of God? nay > Venly: oy RIA - 
mp! 


fitywhich lay pay them, ated 
ro others; doth as far exceed it : 
the fear of alittle diſ- SE 
exceeded by the horror of 
Form vreand now t rar 
al No anf 
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at they fr 


op by 
hel ont ke mi: never 


— eteted. 


ſtare coul 
hk nothing bur Gm. 
min : now then; all og gain that 
cat Ve: is reducible - 
| Natl of evil, 
to the 


"and 
Obtaining of good, | 
"The Goods _ areto Ferns 
1 Y* 


of * - | | ſtate. p Pp 
Gs Ciberry. cn 


nd'writih 


th 5 o<yow * bs wrt er of Nerve 
TE the oibearane? 


th 'Pr ts 
be bk al je TEE 
em to.mak e == rear 


eat ?. Did they means put | 
don mo a yes ition of caſe & | _ 
plealure,and ſo luxury.? Did, che | 
treaſure up gol and: ver,and raiſe | 
themſelves a fortune by.it?Had they | 
' a greater freedom inward or out- 
etriaag an it let ol 1nto Rrger prin 
ciples,or procure them;greaterſcope 
to gratific their i rate deſires ? 
Was it the way to advance them to 
honor & reputation,cither with the 
Governors,or with t 


people #04 
Inſtead of bodily cad letre 


it objetted them to paigs "and, 


paſlye, 
they were forced to. undertake la- 


bours, and travels, and PO $, 

and the inconveniences of gre 

.. painful induſtry :_ they. were d; 
iT ©" EXPO thy 


_ 


14. 


[ad = tor pang, 
* | [expoſed to apd 
| cold and aabedetas on 'n , to tor 
ments wed death;inſteac Lof ory 
10g an eſtate, th 


making bis lalt yoyage up to Jernſa: 


were enfor 
fofake all that they bad.ztoliye 
ambulatory kind o fe hone ty 
certain being; depending as it were 
on theRavens;to providethem their 
meat from one day to another. In- 
on of that m_y 5p and hr 


of the common _— of ns 


kind, not-ſuffered to converſe 


freedom, or tobreath with ſafety; 


they no ſooner came to.2 city,but 
there they were perſecuted and for- 


ced to fly unto another, That which 
S. Panl _ of himſelf,'as be was 


lew, might have been the commngp 
Motto 
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hot Spirit” up 'to Jersſalcmv, not 
IE we: Þ thin ſhalfbefal me, 
-Ghoſt' chat teſtifies /in|* 


Gn eh thi bonds and NE 


abide methere. 
As for the matter of honor and re- 


putation,'t thit was all in the hands 
of their enemies, the Jews, and the | 
Greeks:they preached Chriſt cruci- | * 
fied, tothe Jews a ſtumbling block, 
to the Geeks fooliſhneſs;and all the 
credit which they obraitied at their 
hand 'was,to be accounted a compa» 
'by of filly then, contentions for a 
thicip of nothing, a-queſtion about 
names, about one Jefus'which was 
dead, whom they affirmed to be 
alive *' this was the opinion of the 
Gentiles: aid by t wag they were 
Jooked ups as revolters,and ſo nor 
to live ? asfor _ = we _ 
thick Werirywhere poken againſt; 
ant] they were hereby rendred the 
Footn and gerifion of the world, the 


"off . 


not 
ne, 

In 
2s 


} 

a 
C 
4 


d; 
he 
i 
G farce of t: 
Ir 
a 
It 
I$ 
e 
e 
e 
$ 


Part JMT;; Authority of Serigture. 
ron 
more ſay?they were epr Y' 
ents of the world, caſt; 
won all Raniierien or inthe words 
of hodund or-to the Hehe 790 
wandred aboxt in ſheep-tkins and yoat 
a. | enrbeing deſtitute, effliGedgtormen+ 
ted ; and al. far. the delivery of the 
things comteined i in thoſe hooks: and if 
we wll deri 1, wecan a 
nNO Cau this their Fackeys butt 
revailing in, them,& 

conſcience 
igation of theex bythat 


Sor. yrs por loph which we 
have. ſe os hg they ſuffered 
fort E profelf on. that: never men 
did 3. and ſo we bave greater reaſon 
to believe them then any#;h-r men, 
And we þave ſtill greater argu- 
ments then-theſe, becauſe that God 
himſel 


pete ny, 


- * Be Trath and Phtm 
biinſelf ave reſtimonyto' their 
words a d writings 3 ant that both 
in their 'ovwtr times, and; the times 
which a{d'!ſacceed them: in their 
__ em s _ the th 
ing'-generatio Y: mpinn- 
ing their predictions; © * ; 
'The Apoſtles then;in confirmation 
of their 'doQrine , were endowed 
with a' tiriculous power from” oti 
high, & munifeſted'ro:MlFthe world, 
that 'rhey ace her received iti - 25 
_— fihe 
Front imgche: had rhiz fpirit” {em 
meaſure: they aythiey 
«ocean pt firmed their do- 
tine by WYry Fpticant wonders, 
| evi: Flu ſtations" of of the 
OH ; ſpevidetit,that\ when they 
mo the relatiori ths el 
fo'a Yieg',/ a"crooked 'a 
perverſs ones aſſigning | the 
times and places, and other circum* 
fances.their ſpighitful caemics could 
never deteR os of theleaſt impo= 


ſtu re; 


- 
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Part'IIT. Amthority of 8cript ure, Tap - 
dip] ſtujezbut weteforced,Cthoughtheir 
teeth gnaſhed whilerkey-fpake) to 
confeſs, that /indeed great thiracles 
i6- | Videnit,&they were notable to det 
ve] 39) nay fock whvthe Eriddenck oF the 
\-»] rwiracles performed by thei, that 
ori | ſore of them: have been'recorded 
<d | inthe Arinals'of heathen 'Authors 


on (Phlegon) that they he ewes 
d; | unto by the prvicve Chenin 
the times ext yp 1 the Avo 
Mes) in all heir "g _ 


Apolopies for the 
Chriſtian Soap nero 1d op 
'made'to the heathen Empetors;the 
arc appealed to/as things comm 
known by'thie world, yelldedwithoue 
Whtradition;,which cgald-bot with 
ary fore-head be deniedzthey were, 
'I ſay, appealed unto,and thar to the 
-greateſt enemies of the: ians, 
and that by way of challenge to the 
trial, and that without any reply 
as to: the falſhood ' of them ; nay, 
which is yet much more, there were 
not 
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divers centuries of Years 
pon 
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cl men Mourne 
phage by M ak 
yr gug-,do.the per 
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_ given, the H. GR heir nor the 1 ia 


pobtion.af their hands: unkeſle they 
. could. have hcaled all manner ot 


diſea 


niet ond Donde boi IE. 


” Wo "The Truth avd" Pare If. 
p. from 'them the 'things , which! the 
meatit ro bringto io the-gene- 

: od ohees hy 


rations'to come tHe urp By | 
his holy Spirit,and they foretold the 
fates of the world; they foretold it. 
& God brought itto paſſe: ).cannor 
ſtand to reckon up all their prophe- 
cies which they: delivered,8 ſhortly 
after *rhey' were fulfilled 3 Of-the 
ſpreading of that leaven, of: the 
-orowth of that-grain- of muſtard. 
ſeed, of the mighty and wonderful 
propagation of thefaith, andthe 
perperoaFenduring of it, of the re- 
jetion of it by the- Jews, and the re- 
ceivinp of it by the Gemtiler, of: the 
hatred of the Jews,and the torments 
which were to bg undergone bythe 
glorious Martyrs, of the deftrution 
of Jernfalem,” and i the calamities of 
that faithlefs nations all theſe make 
it evident,that Gad was with them3 
thitthere is infinitely more reaſon 
tobelfeve the writers of the N/ Te- 
frament than any other writers: 
POT, | T hat 
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That none can disbelicve them, 


withdht forkeicing his reaſon, by al- 


ſerring, that G2d would give teſti- 
morly co impoſtuxe,  _ 


SECT,.V I. 


Thit the 01d Teſt ans ent is th: Word of 
God, A Propoſal of three aſſertions, 
whereby it is concluded, _ 


FH 4ving deiyo! trated that, the 
Books of the N. Teſtament are 
all of them tobe regtived under the 
authority and credit of the word;of 
God, that the dogmatical parts are 
to be received upoithe credit ofthe 
Hiſtories, and the Hiſtovies upon 
the, common principles of reaſon 3 


qad conſequently,that no man, pro- 


fling to be guided by reaſon and 
judgement can refuſe them. It re- 


| hare deman{trace tt} efame 


of the OL Tehameng, awg] that we 
take 
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The Truth and nr. 
take off thoſe colours, and anfwer 
thoſe Sophiſms,which by ſome men 
are urged againſt the Scripture, and 
ſo conclude this Argument. 

Before I proceed to the former of 
theſe, I muſt call to your remems 
brance that, which in the beginnin 
I did premiſe,that underthetitleo 
the Books of the Old Teſtament, T 
did comprehend thoſe, and thoſe on- 
ly, which inthe Church of Ezgland 
bave been admitted under thename 
of the Books of the Canonical Scrip- 
ture : & that Thad no-purpoſe at a 
to meddle with the comtroverfies 
which are betwixt us and man 


Church, about the Books which are 
Apocryphal : the reafon, why the 
Church hath enterrained them only 


into the Canonyis, becauſe han Ker 
were of the Canon of theJews 
before the coming of our Saviour, 


they only being written ig the He- 


brew tongue,and conſigned by Eſ- 
drarat the return of the Jews —_ 
7 . 


bo is , . 
o . : 1 
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ts queion apr, an IT 


did demonſtrate the truth £4 
New Teſtament, by aſſerting the 
Authors of them to Oy been idols 
men to- whom they were evermore 
aſcribed; and from the qualiries of 
the thiogs delivered Ga matter of 
Hiſtory ) ap the charaQters of thoſe 
perſons, who havedelivered the ſc- 
veral parts of it,to demonſtrate,that 
no reaſon can be imagined, why ſuch 
men,asthoſe are, and muſt be ſup- 

poſed tobe,ſbould deliver ſuch im- 


ageing ner as maſt be, fu 6, ſuppoſing 


ao han can qu faite el 


bang Lan ſhould propound to 
themfely r their — hk on 


the 


"The TAh"and Pare: | 
the contrary, that many reaſons are 
viſible, why they thoyld have held 
thetr | pence,} hey duſt havetcon- 
cealed "thoſe thinps from the World; 
the reaſons froth fafety, gain, glory, 
and rhe like, as mighteithe?! foyniely 
6r -ſeverally bs deinoniſtrated; bf e- 
ven/all the "bole of the Eaw;and of 
the Pophicts, which make up the 
greateſt part (Moſes together with 
the Law having delivered likewiſe 
the ſhame of *hrinfelf, and” Miriazy, 
aind'{4ar0n; The' Prophets having 
been all or moſt'of them hardly u- 
ſedzwhich of the Prophets have not 
Fly, Fathefsperſecnted?)Although 


ſay, this had | been the natural way 
. women bay — 

jon, taken and apart by It 
Tels; + 5 yet whis;2 ayoid the fimili- 
rude Ze marter, which renders un- 
pleaſant even! the moſt profitable 
diſcourſes,and'partly tomakea pre- 
fent'diſpatch'o hisArglumene,1 ſhal 
tonitent my ſelf to have putyou'thus 
18 
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in mind,thag all. thoſe general argu- 
«2 th&4ruth and.credir'of 
thole.writers;;are common'to theſe 
as well as to the atherz8cthat there 
neads ro varittion of themyhaing to 
be-applicd ;toche.queltionnow- in 
hand,any other than che interchagg» 
iog,,af;.theit; ſeveral names; [their 
perfonal. relatians , and-qualities, 
and. other: accidents In a:word, 
thatghe kinds-akthe argumears are 
thaiſame, and. /the. force; of ''fraſon 
alike ia both,allowiog only the-dif<, 
ference of gradual and individual 
circumſtances. 


This beiggpremilgdy the ſumme 


_ of what I ſhall further ſay is briefly 


thiszThat,44:jo.qhe rimegt qurSayt 
0u3;-:and. the Apoſtles; theſe: Books 
wete true; ..2.:That (ince that time 


they haye pat been.changed! 


From which'two Propoſitions it 
will. follow; ahas fill} they are ſo; 
and eonſequently,that the Books of 
the Q1d Teftament, as well as of the 
"423 
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New, moth Word f Gu. 
\As 'thefs'þ 
the rrath of them wilt be 
by this ratjociniarion; | 
1, The Books, which we mas 
ceive, are the ſamy which We: 


ana receive, ' 


-$ECT; vw F- 


The fof rion provell,, Thit th 
Ny 014 Toftainent which 

we now receive, he Mhe ſabes which 

the Jawr.do wow darn, | 


Ts thoſe Canonical Books 
hich-we receive, are 'the felf 
ſame with thoſe which the- Jows-ae 


the 
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that ip needs no manner of 


upon ſuch 
proumaſ'e jewillbe fond, that 
the 27 —_— difference i 
t 
rc dio wager yy 
or verſes of thole Books: Echado 
doubt of this, they muſt take the 
[ava teromn experiences o 
elſe if theyare not able,ornotwiliog 
to take the pains:to make themſelys 
their own reſolvers, they: muſt of 
believe che multitude of 


=: that have already i fe tried. it, 
t'to 
poor year yr þ pn + pr? 


parties, 


ba 
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parties however differing otherwiſe 
amonglt > aaa muſt upon 
that 1a et es theBro- 
jon;-or elſe-devife ſomew 
_ andifor what end it ſhould br 
broughr to paſſe, that the learned: 
med of/all Nations} and Religions, 
Jews,Chtiſtians,Papiſts,Proteſtants, 
Turks,Pagans,@. (bould agreeto+ 
gether: to impoſe 'upon that part-of 
people;'that cannotion will not fie 
themſelvesy to reſolve a quell ſo 
 ealjeandoffuch concernment. : 
- 1 /Nowzthat all theſe:fortsof men 
do thubagree, miiſtlikewiſe.be þe- 
lieved; until-ſome' ong inſtance cab 
be prodriced: ro!thecontrary : :#he 
rruth-is;the'thing ' matterlia> 
bletothetrial of common ſcnſt,aad 
obvioustoall the world, thereiis no 
more controverliemade of it amnag 
the learned, then of a: princgiarle 
Mathematicks: BIN ;- Mea: 
Ttygtruc indeed, ht as coneenn- 
inp _ — of A 
there 
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there is,and almoſt ever was 7 
deal of cotitroverſie' 
tearned,"bat none 6 en 
and to che parts hi 4 we 
dehvered amongſt theſes) avd 1t'ts 
likewife'true, that the belief of far 
the greareſt-muimber'of Chriftigng/ 
dothjn it its kind depetid upon! 
queſtionable fidelity 'of tranſarory; 
he that fidelity of tH&rAFir be t6 
be tried;tlat iilf be' yen ne 
which'are not exe rom « 
on:all how F7 
this1 er-15,chat. 
rain*to'sknlt' ME Rage ou 
ſatisfaction in this queſtion, peek 6 
into thought the qualifications of 
Tranſlators,in reſpect of skil & of fi- 
delity, &impartiallythat we conſider 
all thoſe rational heads & grounds, 
whereon men uſe ta ſettle their be- 
lief, amongſt which no greater evi- 
dence can be expected then there 1s 
in caſes where all agree3 and ſuch: 


is the main body of ours, and 0- 
ther 


r ranltios likewiſe char | 

oven of tranſlations is in« 

from the propo= |. « 

d demonſtrate, ſeeing 

wh ak of the ſacred autho- 

Scriptures, we mean 

it, Gr of Cimars og. 0 as they are 

t the Gia 

Ly po pher 6h only: ſo 

- wh are conſonant to thoſe o | 

nals. bo for nagck ſe ingee a: | 
ficient e aſſertion, an 

11icatior of. fcc ropoiin,h | 

| 


which . we receive, they 


me. which the + your re» 


FA ud OS. x 
- a 


I 


"oy nt KW ” a I "-w OIOE o 0 . - as + 2 "NPY "ET 
Part NM. Authority of Scripture, tis 
& - : a & 
% 4 . "- , _—— "(mens 


SECT, VITY. 


"That the Books, which the Jews do ow 


receive, ave the ſame which they 
have received ever ſince the Conſig* 
ration of their Canon. 


Bu ſecondly the Books which 
the Jews do now receive, they 
are the ſame which they did for- 
merly receive, upwards to the time 
of our Saviour,and hisApoſtles;nay, 
beyond them, to: the' very time of 
the confignation, or ſealing up the 
Canon of their belief. that 7s. their 
Books were never ch anged nor cor- 
rupted. 

[t isnothere my purpoſe to aſſert 
that never any letter or word hath 
been changed, or formerly read o- 
arg now þ: - inthe Jewiſh 

es, (I am not fo far unacquain- 
ted with their Keri and Chetib, or 
with the notesof the Maſſoreth) but 
that there hath net been made any 


Vart- 
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variation ſoconſiderable;as to ſhake 
the authority. of the preſent copies. 
Of theſe various readings | hope $0 
Speak in the._anſwering objeftions. 

In the interim,1 am todemonſtrate, 
that they have not 'Tecejved any 
conliderable depravation, 

' And now this being'a negativePro« 
poſition, common, reaſon doth pre- 
ſently offer it to every ones judg- 
ment, that it cannot. be poſitively 
provedithe yery vature of ſuch pro- 
poſitions contradicting that manner 
of proof: thearguments then, which 
areproducible,areſome of them ta: 
ken from the cauſes why they could 
not morally be corrupted; the ather 

- from. figns, that de faGo.they have 

The firſt argument thenis taken 
from themultitude of co ies, which 
it was impoſſible to combine tog :- 
ther t9 corrupt upon defign, or that 
they ſhould accidentally agree togery 

ther in'the ſame caſual corrupriio 0% 
c 


= 


ke tis certainlyapparent out of the 

3. | Hiſtories of the Jews,that after rheir 
tol fir and ſecondcaptivities, they did 
15.1 ftorethemſelves with multitades/of 
e,| copies of the ſacred books,and that 
ny | both publickly and privately 3 that 
which before: they. were diſperſed; 

oc | ' either -was-not:ſo-neceſlary:tothem, 

e- | orelſe wasnot. fo apprehended by 

z- | them:fo long asthe firſtTemple was 

ly = wy ar read _ - yroilne 

o-| (tany)S pues of the Jews ith 
er jr t wi A of the: /bounds 

h | and territories of Judea:but after by 

a+ | their long and wotul captivity,when 

d'] their confidence inthe protettivn of 
2x | their Law and-their Temple had by 

re | their ſadexperience and woful ſuffes 
. | rings worn it ſelf out of their minds, 

-n | their Temple being utterly demoli- 

hk | ſhed, the: beſt of them began to 

-» | think, that:it was poſſible that even 

it | the Law might fail:(Hebbakxk) and 

-x | they now bethought themſelves of 


s, | Making uſe of the rational _— 
0 


= copy, in the loſs of chat 
which being found again b that cop; 
the Prieſt,made King Jo ;fiab to xend 
his cloaths, at the hearing of thoſe 
things written in the Law) and ac- 
cordinglywefind, before the coming 
of our Saviour, | 

erected, in forrain places, I the 
books of the Law,andthe Prophets 
in every.Synagogue tead-everySab+ 
bath-days now every diſperfion en- 
creaſed the number of Synagogues 
and Books. And beſides the firlt, caps 
tivity of the Tribes-carried into Me- 
dia by the Aſſyrians, 'we-ſhall find 
them, even after they had licence 


from Cyras to return,continuing ſtil 
abroad, 
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abroad.,and upon many new occafi- 
ons again diſperſed: thoſe that read 
over facred Hiſtories and prophane, 


"ſhall find them ſeated in moſt of the 


Eaſtern Cobntries adjacent Judea, 
or not far diſtant from thence : the 


- Macedonians invited them to Alex- 


andy;a,the crueltics of Antiochni,the 
civil'wars of the 4ſmonei,the armies 
of Pompey, and $Sſſzs, drove many 
of them from their habitations : the 
Cities of Cyrene,of Aſia, Macedonia, 


and Lycaonia, the Iſlands of Cyprus 


and Crete, and divers others, even 


"Rome'itTelf, they were all of them 


furniſhed with Temples and Syna- 
gogues of the Jews: now ſo it 18,that 
the Bookfof all theſe did agreero- 
gether amongſt themſelves, which 
they could not haye done, if any, 
and” not all of them ſhould have 
been corruptedzand that all of them 
ſhould” either. caſually or by defign 
be corrupted (beſides, that no end 


can appear to sncuur?ge ſuch a de- | 


L {ign 
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akes it im= 


ſign) the ching itſelf m 


_ poſlible. 


Beſides,had any ſuch thing been, 
they muſt, to make a. correſpon- 
dence, have corrupted likewiſe the 
Septuagint tranſlation, which for 
almoſt three hundred years before 
our Saviour was extant 1n Egypt ; 
that I ſpeak nothing of the Chaldee 
Paraphraſe, extant before the time 
of our bleſſed Saviour : ſo then, as 
far as the nature of a moral ſubje& 
will admit,we have ſhewed, as from 
the cauſes,that the Scriptures of the 


OldTeſtament could not be corrup. 


ted. 

Now as from the figns,, we have 
likewiſe powerful arguments, - that 
ro our Saviours time they were un- 
corrupted, becauſe our Sayjour ne- 
ver diſcovers any corruption of the 
Text,which certainly he would not 
have ſpared,at ſuch times as he taxes 
the Scribes and Phariſees of making 
the Law of God of none __ by 

rncelr 
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their traditions 

..\Now, that the Hebrew Canon 
hath not been corrupted fince our 
Saviours time, we have this ſign 
lkewiſe,that never any of the anci- 
ent Fathers have, in their greateſt 
heat of z2al againſt theJews,accuſed 
them of ſuch corruption,though Jx- 


ftin Martyr complain of wronging 


the Septuagints Tranfation 3 and 
certainly if they ſhould havecor- 
rupted them upon defign,either be- 
fore or lince, it would have been in 


| all thoſe places which conclude a- 


gainſt them for Chriſt, (the true 
Meſliah,that tumbling ſtone, upon 
which they ſtumbled and fell: ) but 
thoſe do remain unaltered. 

The truth is, to them were come 
mitted the Oracles of God,and they 
have, by the viſible ordination of 
the providence of God, diſcovered 
ſo. much care and diligence that 
Vay, - aS Is not to be found to have 


been beſtowed upon any other wrt- 
L 2 tings 
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' whoſtill refer to them as being of 


aud Word of God, their uſing: the 


The Truth and Part. 
rings under heaven : witneſle the 
Critical notes of their Mafſoreth 
which gives an account of the num> 
bers,of letters in every Book al- 
moſt, and almoſt, ifnot altogether, 


of every various ledtion. I conclude 
then that they haye never been corv| 
rupted,: 


SECT. IX. 


That in our Saviours time'theſe books 
were truae,and conſequtntly were the 
Word of God. 


Ut in our Saviours time they 
were true,and the Word of God, 
as appears by ourSaviours teſtimony 
and the teſtimony of the Apoſtles, 


divine inſpiration,as being the truth 


teſtimony 


P 
re 


[. 
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th 
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teſtimony almoſt of every particular 


Book,as authentical,their difputati- 
ons founded upon their Authority. 
Particulars in this kind are ſo many, 
and ſo plain ,that without any more 
ſpeaking | wi'l conclude,that we are 
to recelve the Old Teſtament upon 
the credit of the New; and the New 
Teſtament (as I have formerly de- 
monſtrated ) upon greater reaſon 
far than any other wtitings in the 
world 3 and conſequently, that we 
muſt receive the Books of the Old 
Teſtament upon the ſame Autho. 
rit Ys 

We have already diſcovered ſome 
of thoſe many reaſons, whereupon 
we are to receive the Books of the 
Old Teſtament and the New, under 
the credit & authority of the Word 
of God. Befides thoſe whereupon I 
have iofiſted there are many more; 
fome of them taken fromthe quality 
of thewriters, ſome from the manner 
of the writings,the former thewing 

wins that 


149 


150 
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that thoſe-men, from: whom the 

proceeded, were not fit perſons tc 
deviſe ſuch things, they being many 
if not molt of them; fimple and un- 
learned men the latter manifeſting 
that ſuch things are nor,of their na- 
rure,obvious to be deviſed, becauſe 
they tranſcend the wit and inventi=- 
on of man 5 the Majeſty and fimpli* 
city of the ſtile,the concord and hars 
mony, the end and ſcope,the power 
and <fiicacy, the antiquity, befides 
the teſtimony of the Spirit in the 
hearts of men. 


But the evidence of truth no way 
dependiug upon the multitude © 


' arguments or reaſons, and all. of 


theſe being inſiſted on in ſome or 0- 
ther of thoſe Authors which are ob= 
vious, | ſhall at this time finiſh what 
remains of that,which at the firſt I 
propounded, which was to ſhew, 
That as there aremany and impor- 
tant reaſons, moving. wiſe men to 
receive them, ſo there neither are, 
3 pt; | th 
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nor can be any ſufficient arguments 
on the contrary,to make men to re- 


| fuſe them. 


SECT. X. 


That there is no reaſon to dichelieve 
the Scriptures, ObjeFions briefly 
propoſed and anſwered: firſt general 
ObjeFions againſt the whole, 


j true indeed, that many both 
of old & latter times,have refu- 
ſed either all,or ſeveral parts of the 
holyCanon,and it is not to be hoped 
or expected, that theyſhould ever be 
generally received by all the world: 
there mult be herefies,and amongſt 
the reſt there alwaies have been, and 
ſure there ever wil beAnti«ſcripturi- 
ans 3 thepreateſt part of the world 
have ever lived according to ſenſe & 
appetitez&to prove that de faFo it 1s 
denied, ts not to manifeſt that there 
is noreaſon why it fo ſo; yet _ 
> thee 
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there arepf thoſe diſputing and the- 
oretical hereticks, as well as pra@ti- 
cal,to conceal or difſemble the argu* 


- ments, Which are alleadged againſt 


the truth, it would be to betray the 

cauſe that we have undertaken.and 

give occaſion for ſomeJealouſie, that 

their nn are unanſ{werable. 

To come then to an iflue, ſome have 

| f -Impoſſh- 

| \iG 

All,by reaſon of Bonk 

| = 0% Matati= 
rejectcds ons, 


| 
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Carts, as mine, this 
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| them. Ab intrinſeco, 
(from the matter of them.) 
Thoſe who refuſe the whole Scrip--/ 
tures,thcy are ſome of themAtheilts; .. 
others . profeſs themſelves Chriſti= 
zns,and yct do deny the authority 


of 


4 
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of the written word, pretending to 
privateand ſecret illuminarions, as 
the laſt rule of their aCtions: the de- 
ſign of my diſcourſe being againſt 
the former, I ſhal only intimate the 
frenzy of the latter. They pretend, 
that that, which we call the written 
word. is not theword.ofGod:becauſe 
. 5 The Word of God is God him- 
Cites 
2, Chriſt is the Word of God. 
2. The letter ki'ls. 
| + The Word of God is ſpirit and 
Hee © Of ur 
Theſe are the arguments, which 
by ſome Enthufiaſts are uſed againſt 
the written Letter. And for anſwer 
to them,we may only obſerve, how 
by arguing againſt the Authority of 


the Scriptures,theſe men do tacitely 


aſſert itz fortaking their arguments 
out of it, and proceeding no further, 
either by reaſon or revelation,to the 
diſcovery of their antecedents, but 
barely reſting in the recital of thoſe 

Via words 
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words which arethere written, they 
do reſolve all the power and force 
of their argument into the authori- 
ty of thoſe very writings which they 
would impugne, and conſequently 
they do at once deny and grant the 
authority of the Scripture; which is 
to deſerve-the. Epithete, which is 
given them , of fanatical Enthy- 
fiaſts. 

That the Word of God is God 
himfelftakiong theWord of God for 
the immanent att of the divine un- 
derſtanding)is indeed a truth attain» 
able by other principles, by thoſe I 
mean, from whence the abſolute 
fGmplicity of the divine oature is at- 
tainable. But that Chriſt is the eter- 


nal word of the father, & that there - 


is ſuch a ſpirit and life, as the argu- 
ment doth imply, and that there is 
a divine and myſtical meaning of 
that letter of the word, they either 
own their faith unto that word, or 
elſe they have not done very o_ 

ly 


- 
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bly in-concealing thoſe wales where> 
by they come to know it, and very: 
improvidently in giving occaſion for 
us to believe,that their pretences of 
Huminarion are but pretences. 
Now for that other party, who 
do. reject the Scriptures (the whole 
bulk of them.) their Arguments are 
thele, $34 
1. Becauſe they deliver things 
impoſiible,and conſequently incre- 
dible,and ſo they are not to be be- 
lieved. 
2. Becauſethey deliver things re- 
pugnant, and contradictory to one 
another. 
 .3- Becauſe the Books of the Old 
Teſtament are doubtful, by reaſon 
of the differences of the Text and 
Margent:And the Books of the New 
Teſtament are likewiſe uncertain, 
by reaſon of the various readings of 
{ſeveral copies, 
[. Thoſe things which the Ache= 
iſtical party uſe. to objet againſt the 


au= 
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authority of the Scripture as impoſ- 
ſible and-incredible,they are the mis» 

racles performed by Moſes and the 
Prophets,by Chriſt and his Apolltles, 

but if we ſhall attentively confider 

them, we ſhall find,that they do in- 

clude in them no contradiction, nor 

any abſolute impoſhbilityof the per* 
formance : the utmoſt that can be 

juſtly concluded from them, is that 

they tranſcend the ordinary courſe 

of the diſpenſation of that provi- 

dence, which orders the world, and 
adminiſters the laws of the govern* 

ment thereof. Bur,upon the hearing 

LL orreading of extraordinary events, 
| preſently, (though they have been 
ſufficiently atteſted) to dif: believe 

them, upon conceit of reaſon to the 
contrary , diſcovers palpably the 

want of the exerciſe of that reaſon, 
whereto they ſo much pretend:for a 

man to deny ſuch matters of fact, as 

he1s not able to comprehend the 

reaſon of, mult either ſuppoſe the 

41s party 
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party to know the cauſes of appear* 
ances/ia nature, or conclade him 
owilty of childiſh, and ridicalors in» 
cftdulity, We have before demon. 
ſtrated theOmniſcience,and theOm« 
nipotence of the Divinity 3 and that 
being(as hath been aCtually proved) 
cleerly and evidently demonſtrable, 
for thecont emptible wit and reaſo- 
ning of man to preſcribe limits, and 


bounds to that power & knowledy, 


1sno lefs, then to own the acknow« 
ledgment of a contradiftion,by-pro- 
fefling that to be limited and finite, 
which the natural principles of our 
underſtanding will force us to ac- 


knowledge of neceſlity to be im+ 


menſe and infinite. | 
ſt cannot be thought a thing 'im-' 
poſlible,thatGod ſhould either raiſe 
the dead, or command the Sun to' 
ſtand-ſtil in Gibea,by him that confi.- 
ders, what it is to be the original of 


life,or to have created the Univerſe 


with the word of his eternal Pro 
the 
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the things which are impoſſiblewith 
menzthey are poſlible withGodapd 
conſequently we having before > 
cluded the vanity and madneſs ofA- 
theiſm,ſhall need to ſay no mgreyto 
evince the frivolous weakneſs of this 
argument,from the impoſlibilities. 

_ 2. As for thoſe repugnancies/and 
contradictions,w*h ſome men vainly 
pleaſe themſelves with imagining 
they have found them in the Scrip= 
ture, .ifthey be well examined, they 
will, beproved tobe but ſo many in- 
ſtances of the weakneſs, or inadver- 
tency of the Objefors: thoſe which 


hayebeen-made againſt the Old Tev 
. ſtament, have long ago been found 


by Rabbi Moſes ben. 444imoni not to 
have. taken in all thoſe conditions, 
which have been by Philoſophers 
diſcoyered to be required to make 


up a perfect contradicion, that is, 


that contrary aſlertions be made of 
the ſame thing,at the ſame time,ac= 


cording to the ſame part, or notion, 
| or 


the Trthand PartIt 
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or apprehenſion : and the ſame hath 

been lately performed by Manaſſeth 
ben Iſrael, in his Conciliatvy for the 
Old Teſtament. It hath likewiſe, for 
the New;been long fince performed 
by many. of the fathers, and of late 


. by diverſe of all profefſions,Papiſts, 


Proteſtants, and their ſeveral ſubdi> 
vifions. The matters of Dodrine are 
ealily reconciled by. diſtinguiſhing 
the notions of ſeveral terms 3 ſo for 
example, as faith is ſaid by. Pax} ,to 
Juſtifie, and works by Jemes,by di. 
ſtinguiſhing of Juſtification; and-the 
matters of Hiſtory are reconciled by 
attending to times, and places, per= 
ſons,and forms of ſpeech. Thus are 
the diffexences cleared, which area- 
bout the Genealogies ofour Saviour 
delivered by S, Matthew and S,Lnke. 
The truth is,there could never-any 
conſiderable difference, either in 
matter. of dodrine. or biſtory, be 
urged againſt the Scriptures ;, yet if 
fome ſlight and inconfiderable cir» 

| cumſtances 
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curiſtances ſhould ſeem to us fo tol i 


- differ, that 'we could not reconcile|. 
them, it ought rather ro confirm} 


our b<lief, than any way'to ſhake its 
ſeeing it is the cuſtome of thoſe who 
deſign to impofe upon mens helicf, 


"fo to contrive. all circumſtances, as | 


they may be ſure to have no diffe« 
rence diſcovered. 


- + Such is, in truth, the agreement. 


'and harmony of all thefe Authors, 
ſo diſtant in time, in place, in inſt?- 
eation, as is not ta be found in'any 
other Authors in the world, though 


of the ſame ſet, either in Philoſo- 1D 


hy; Law, or Phyſick, or any other 
Ficult zn0r yet .in any one man with 
thimfelf; asmight be manifeſted, if 


*either this time or place required ir, [hp 


CO 


And ſo'inſtead of an OED to 
{ſhike.us, we have found an argy- 
thevr to confirm us. ou 


. 3ThethirdArgament or vbjeftion t 
a qiaft the whole Books of, Scrip! i” 
GC 
tib® 


rates raken from the Keriand CheY 


df 


-_ 


"If 
: 


| Part ff I:  Atherity of Scripture. 
1. Por he Old Teſtaments5and fron 
Ae yariaus readings of the New ; ; 

n'thoſe (they conclude them to 

oubtful, from theſe corrupted; 

Now the former of theſe is anſwer» 
ed by the Jewiſh RR 7/a0c Jacob of 
Us, Elivs Levita of latter times who 
do deny the conſequetice of that ar- 


nt. 


their 
| Daniela 


r, bg hatjoir 6f the Jewiſh C 


1- of the 


$yment,and make it manifeſt, that 
_ were zdded for fignification of 
fltery, and not becauſe the 


3s doubrful:and for oe of 


dertton they prove, t hat the 
47, Zachary, Malachy, 


a E2r.,hadth e ma 


Text 


rginal 
hotes added to them by their Au- 
h |thors,who all were members of the 
wagog mirgna, and madethecon- 


*not be donbtful ef the ſenſe 
OWN tv th 3 and conſe- 
rs on marginalnotes, 
4 49] Uneſs of the Old Teſta- 


We ot can no way juſtly _ 
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| | um. 1 
As touching the variouSreadings 
of ſome placesof the N. Teſtamene,] 
we cannot deny but that, through! | 
the failings of ſomeScribes,there are| 
found in the moſt anticnt copies of. 
thoſe books ſome differences of lets 
ters,or ſome few ſyllables,or words 
but this we deny,that thoſe are ſuf- 
ficient from whence to conclude the 


books not to be credited : : for yp 


( 


the ſame reaſon it wil be concl ] 
that no book in the worldis to be y 
credited, unlefſe they can be mani«| þ 
feſted to be exemped from the ſlips| þ 
and failings of tranſcribers.Nay = FF 
——_— tion > Pots Yarns rote p 
ings,arevery itrong arguments that] d 
ke fubſtgne of the writings arei "1 3 
corrupted;andchat they were neyer{[t} 
changed upon defign,ſecing the dife| * 
ferences that are do no way infer a+|fc 
ny difference,cither in the DoQrine| 
or Hiſtory of the Teſtament : it was|** 
of the favour and mercy of God tolBi 
preſerve to hisChurch thoſe by. 
| ICACINE 
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0 OE: tby comr the | 
| eo aher, : likewiſe with the reſt 


and 

dts! of the holy Scriptures,both the true 

£2 ſenſe and the true reading of them 

Ie| might at once be manifeſted. 

OT 4 

ts SECT. Xl. 

ds3 ObjeFions agalep particular parts 
briefly propoſed and anſwered, 


% 
« 


- 


on Qw Objettions againſt particu« 
ed,| L Ylar books of either Teſtament, 
be will be found likewiſe inconfidera- 
nt»! ble;'tis truc,that many ofthem have 
Pa been either doubred- of or rejefted 
he by ſome men, but thoſe who have 
2a-| partinaciouſly re fuſed them, have 
at] done it rather out of the intereſt of 
Fftheir paſſions and corrupt affeftions, 
er|than out of Judgment. Briefly, 
life] © Zatte faſter hath been rejetted by 
MO oo Ants co in hisd 

nel 5 Written by Solomd in his dotage, 
ras a phate felicity in ſenſes. : 
tofBut the firlt of theſe can now ay be 
ug 0 proved, 


% ' ; Mo I 
. w.F 
4 \ hy . P-< 
- , Lb 


- 


FH 164 Phe” The Truth and © Pattit, fp 
' proved; nay, thecontrary appears. ? 
5 Inoong ge of it, well Are v 
reds ( it DE1 a ſpecimen Or tone | 
greateſt and = vigorqus wiſdom | 
of any of the Sons of men) and the | 
latter is evidently cqnfated b p the |C 
cancluſion,Fear God,&zc. for God ſhall 
bringe--. hs lo xe 
' The Conan herpberg taken me 
a Love-ſong,compiled in/a,comples | 
ment to Pharaohs daughter 31 he w 
badbeen but a{lender complement | b1 
totell her, that her eyes were like [/w] 
fiſb-pools, and her noſe like the] an 
tower of Lebanoz that looketh to®: | ve 
ward Damaſons., 
The Prophecy of Daniel hath been [ 
charged by Porphyrins, to have beer 


a Hiſtory written after thethi A 
were done, written in the tigſe of [Gr 


Antiochus, and impoſed upon the{[the 
world under the credig of the nameſ fils 
of Daniel ;, but, beſide the teſhhmony} 
of our Sayiour,it appears put of Hi- 
{tory,that that Prophecy was _ 
 - c 


re Mt. Anthirtry of tories, 


to Alexander the «ar, in his ad- 
5 |vance towards Jeruſalem, 1 50. _ 
a Ne Antiochur. ofighe 

n | New Teſtametit., ' 

.; | Hebrews was rejeted. .by;the Latia 


e | Church;becauſe the Author Was oY 
known, and becauſe of ſome 


ges eſpecially ſeeming to yourt 

r Novatjan! hereſfie : F anfye Fay the 

»| 1.1t is not the name of nA thot 

t | which gives credit to bis Buble 

t | but: that charaQter of ſon 

e /which 1 is drawn from hs A when 

e|and integrity. Now thefe were nes 

= [ver ner of jn thar Author.. in 
2. Thoſe | Pallages. are've wi 

to be updarl otherwiſe,tha 


Your of th [3 lovatians. * | 
| Or was cver ma 


þ 
, 


Gburch,and'recited im | 
e[the Canonical Books by TRE Coun: 
ef fils of '! ice,Laod ices, $4 Carthy 

yi} 4. If we areto believe the Ween 

Church had grounds to: doubt of 
| che credit of it,at ſuch'thiie as it 45d 
not 


A it may i .. rO 
on that ion had reaſons which 
ſatisfied them of the aithority of it, 
at ſuch time as they did receive it. 
- The Epiſtles o B. James, 24 of 
8: Peter, thy ſegond and third of S: 
Jobs, Jude, Bevel Lations, have all of 
' doubted of, for ſome 
fi CN by y ſoim<parties, whether or 
no: they were indeed written by 
thoſe Auchors, under whoſe umns 
they 2c now received : jbut though 
they were; ſome time douk ted. d by 
ſome, OA, were alwaies received 
$3 * and thoſe Churches 
ek i did refuſe them, ſo ſobg as 
iey were unſatisfied,are to be ſupe 


hey did receive them 3 v4 Nats af 
ugh togiveasgreat,if not g 
credit to them, than to ſuch of .6s! 
xs had not been queſtioned 3 inaſ- 


aſcd to have been ſaticjed, when | 


r 


— 
o 


Much as that which hath bien de- 
liberated, and debated, and then 


gecided, is tp be credited, as wut a9 
I at 


Oo FP ... a .-c 


ITT; Authority of 8cripture, = (- .z 
t which filently hath paſſed on : 
ueſtioned. 
nd now T have with brevity (as 
of | Lſuppoſe) congruous to ſuch an EC. 
Gs fay,as I intended,made evident the 
of | laſt aſſertion which I undertook, 
1e| That to disbelieye either the wholg 
pr] body of Scripture,or any part of ity 
y | there isno reaſon 3 or not apy ſufti= 
es| cicnt reaſon, 


then 
it, 
of|'T 


O45 Site 

=_ det” CY od 
= 

es 

as 


| $K&I66 5008 


